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4 Dear Readers 
Le 


Recently a dulcimer friend and I were talking about 

dramatic (read: traumatic) arts moments that befell 

us in our childhoods. I was kicked out of piano lessons 

around age eight because I “didn’t have a drop of 
musical talent in my body.” My mother was advised not to 
waste her money on music lessons for me. 

There were lots of reasons why I wasn’t doing too well, but 
I was simply written off without conversation or encourage- 
ment. Or explorations into my abilities or interests. However, 
I really wanted to play the piano, so I taught myself. Ask me 
sometime and I’ll play you a tune. 

My friend’s long-remembered event happened during art 
class. Given the assignment of drawing a picture, she did the 
standard house, trees, and sun. But with a stroke of whimsy 
she included a smiley face on the sun. The teacher picked up 
the drawing and publicly chided her for putting a face on 
the sun! 

Hearing this, my thoughts ran toward the lost opportuni- 
ties. There are teachers I know who would have looked at 
the picture and said, “You put a smile on the sun’s face. That 
makes the picture very happy. Does the sun make you happy? 
What else in the yard makes you smile? Could you add some 
of them to your picture?” My friend would have been posi- 
tively encouraged to try drawing something new, expanding 
her horizons. 

Another friend, who is blind, was mesmerized by the sound 
of the hammered dulcimer and expressed an interest in learn- 
ing to play it. She was told that one has to be sighted to play 
a hammered dulcimer. Fortunately she disregarded his words 
of “wisdom” and set about following her dream. Fortunately 
I had the opportunity to work with her, and I know she taught 
me more about intuitive playing than I taught her! 


I know so many devoted, encouraging, talented teachers 
who, in addition to sharing their performing skills, help others 
learn to express themselves through the arts. In celebration 
of the music in our lives and those who guide us, we'll have 
a number of teaching articles for both dulcimers in the 
months to come. 

In the meantime I encourage you to thank the teachers 
who have inspired you—and to pass along some of the skills 
you enjoy (gardening? painting? needlework? carpentry?) to 
someone who has reached out to you—either by asking or by 
putting a smiling face on the sun! 


Trae pofrecief 


Closing dates for the 
August—October 2003 DPN 
(To be mailed to subscribers in 
mid-July) 


Information for News & Notes, 


Letters, Music Exchange, etc: 
May. 5th 


Unclassified Ads: May. 5th 


Display Ads: May. Sth (space 
reservation), May. 15th 
(camera-ready copy) 


Ad Prices 

Unclassified Ads: 

45¢ per word. 4 issues paid in 
advance without copy changes: 
20% discount. 


NETWORKING 


Display Ads: 

1/12 page $35 1/6 page $70 
1/4 page $105 1/3 page $140 
1/2 page $200 Full page $400 
Inside back cover $450 

Outside back cover (4 page) 
$290 


Contact us concerning multiple 
insertion discounts. Advertisers: 
Please be sure to mention which 
kind of dulcimer is featured on 
recordings. 


For inquiries concerning interviews 
and articles, contact us for details and 
a Style sheet. Unsolicited manuscripts 
are welcome. For returns of manu- 


scripts, photos, or artwork, please 
enclose a stamped envelope; other- 
wise DPN is not responsible for their 
eventual fate. The DPN reserves the 
right to edit all manuscripts for length 
and clarity. The opinions expressed 
therein are not necessarily those of the 
Dulcimer Players News. 
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HAMMERED 
DULCIMER 


~ IRISH SONGBOOK~ 
FOR HAMMERED DULCIMER 


By Jeanne Page. A collection of standard tunes 
from Ireland accessible to all levels of players. 
Each tune features a beginning ‘melody-only’ 
version as well as an intermediate arrangement. 
In addition, each tune has guitar chords notated 
and lyrics where applicable. Written in standard 
notation only. 72 pages. Book (99711) $12.95. 


«SCOTTISH SONGBOOK» 
FOR HAMMERED DULCIMER 


By Jeanne Page. A collection of favorite Scottish 
standards arranged for hammered dulcimer. 
Each tune features a beginning ‘melody-only’ 
version as well as an intermediate arrangement 
making this book accessible to all levels of 
players. Includes guitar chords and lyrics where 
applicable. Written in standard notation only. 
72 pages. Book (99712) $12.95. 


— Publishing the finest in music for over 50 years! — 


MEL BAY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


P.O. Box 66 © Pacific, MO 63069 
1-800-8-MEL BAY (1-800-863-5229) 
FAX (636) 257-5062 
ONLINE ORDERING at www.baysidepress.com 
ONLINE CATALOG at www.melbay.com 


Dear DPN: 


My friend, Carol, and I are looking 
for hammered dulcimer players who 
would like to get together with us to 
play music. Carol and I are both in 
the learning phase, and it would be 
helpful to play with others. Carol 
lives in Wappingers Falls, New York 
(845-462-3629, billeb@optonline.net). 
I live in Hyde Park, New York 
(845-229-5834, howdolores@juno.com). 

Presently we practice during the day 
and in each other’s homes. If you are 
interested in joining us, please contact 
either Carol or me. 

Dolores Tubbs 


David James, of South Bend, 
Indiana, made two trips to Ireland 
within two months in 2002. In July, 
he was a performer and teacher at 
the hammered dulcimer festival held 
in Cork. In September David won his 
third All-Ireland championship on the 
dulcimer in the Senior Rogha Ghleas 
(choice of instruments) category at the 
Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann (Festival 
of Irish Traditional Music) in Listowel. 
The Rogha Ghleas included a recorder, 
two fife players, an Irish bouzouki, a 
club accordion, and a mandolin-banjo. 
According to David, “They want to 
have a class of competition in which 
the odd corners of tradition can find 
a home.” Congratulations, David! 

In addition to the dulcimer, David 
plays fiddle, guitar, banjo, Irish bouz- 
ouki, concertina, bodhran, and 


Corrections to the February—April 2003 
(Vol. 29, No. 1) Dulcimer Players News. 
You've heard about gremlins. They 
were with us as the issue was prepared 
and printed. At first I was concerned 
when I learned that the pink insert was 
printed incorrectly and was in the 
wrong place. Then I learned about 
problems with the “Star Of The East” 
and “Juanita” arrangements. Things 
happened and we didn’t catch them. 
We'll gladly provide you with correct 
copies of the music. Visit our website 
(www.dpnews.com) or e-mail us direct- 
ly at dpn@dpnews.com for pdf files. If 
computers aren’t in your life, we'll send 
you correct copies of the music by mail. 
Whenever I get upset about a prob- 
lem with a DPN issue, I remember the 
statement I saw many years ago in a 
major magazine: “Warning. Do Not 
Make the (I forget the food item) 
according to the recipe printed in our 
previous issue. Botulism poisoning is 


possible.” 3 


harmona. In addition to familiar 
hammered dulcimer playing styles, he 
uses dampers, fiddlers’ five-note rolls, 
plucking with one hand while hammer- 
ing with the other, and a fiddle bow 

for a droning sound! For information 
about David’s music and his recordings, 
visit www.tiompanalley.com. 


Maureen Sellers, through the 
Louisville Dulcimer Society newsletter, 
recommends a delightful alphabet book 
she found, It is A Is For Appalachia by 
Linda Hager Pack (with illustrations 
by Pat Banks), Harmony House 
Publishing, Prospect, Kentucky. Yes, 
“D” is for dulcimer! & 


The Western North Carolina 
Dulcimer Collective 

Mountain and hammered dulcimer 
players from the Asheville area, will 
celebrate its twentieth year in May. 
Newsletters are sent to members 
quarterly, and learning CDs of the 
newsletter tunes are made. Now avail- 
able are 1996-1997, 1998-1999, and 
2000-2001 CDs. For details about the 
club and the CDs, visit their website at 
www.EverythingDulcimer.com/wncde 


Dear DPN: 

A little over a year ago, three of us 
decided to play our dulcimers at our 
church picnic. We were all beginners, 
but enjoy playing together. Many 
people came by to hear us and several 
decided they would like to join us. 
Since that time, we have grown to 
nearly twenty-five, with probably over 
half of those playing regularly. The 
club now has a name: The Olde Tyme 
Strummers. We do not have a teacher, 
but are learning together. Last year, 
four us went to the Western Carolina 
Mountain Dulcimer week in Cullowhee 
and this year, we are encouraging 
others to join us. 

We have performed at our church 
on a Wednesday night program and 
are planning to play at the Johnson 
Farms Festival this year. We meet at 
the First United Methodist Church 
every Thursday night from 7:00 p.m. 
until 8:30 p.m. with our new players 
meeting thirty minutes earlier for 
instruction. The church is located at 
the corner of Sixth Ave. West and 
Buncombe street (204 Sixth Ave. 
West) in Hendersonville, NC. Leaders 
are Joy and Al Williams and you can 
contact us at 828-692-0276. 

Al Williams 


Dulcimer Clubs 


Dear DPN: 

The Louisville Dulcimer Society 
began its formal existence in 1978 as 
a group of friends who had taken dul- 
cimer lessons. They decided to form 
the society for the promotion and 
preservation of traditional music. 

LDS exists today with approximately 
two hundred family memberships. 

In 1997, a large group of LDS mem- 
bers recorded a cassette tape for use 
by the club. In May, 2002, forty-two 
members participated in producing a 
CD entitled Take ’02. It was recorded 
and mixed by Gary Gallier of Dancing 
Thumb Studio. 

The CD includes many of the songs 
played most often by the membership 
at large and several individual perform- 
ances of songs enjoyed but not played 
as frequently by the larger group. Each 
member received at no cost two CDs, 
as will new members. Because the 
recording was made basically as a tool 
for LDS members, it is not for sale to 
the public. However, we encourage 
other clubs to consider this rewarding 
venture. 

Karl Sebree 

Louisville, Kentucky 


New Dulcimer Clubs 


North Carolina 

The Old Tyme Strummers 
Joy & Al Williams 

1320 Valmont Drive 
828-692-0276 
Hendersonville, NC 28791 
Meets Thursday Evenings 


Ohio 

Brickstreet Strummers 

Di Austin 

419-287-0011 

118 East Front Street/PO Box 252 
Pemberville, OH 43450 
brickst@wenet.org 

Meets Monday Evenings (MD, other 
instruments welcome) 


hosgoBlin-stoney eno 


Makers and sellers of fine 
musical instruments 


Folk harps 
Mountain dulcimers 
Mountain banjos 
Bodhrans 


We provide: 
Flutes 
Pennywhistles 
Bagpipes 
Hammered dulcimers 
Mandolin family 
Free reed instruments 
How-to-play books 
Tune and songbooks 


Contact us for a free catalog 


Hobgoblin-Stoney End Music 


920 Highway 19 Blvd, Red Wing MN 55066 


Phone: 1-651-388-8400 

Toll Free: 1-US-Stoneyen(d) 
1-877-866-3936 

Fax: 1-651-388-8460 


Web: 


http://www.stoneyend.com 
E-mail: stoney@stoneyend.com 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com 


Congratulations! 
to 


Kim McKee 


2002 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Thanks for playing and promoting 


McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 


Kim is shown at right with the 
Koa Custom McSpadden Dulcimer she was awarded 
as first prize at the Walnut Valley Festival. 
Feel free to ask her for a recommendation 
on the brand of dulcimer you should choose. 
For information on performances, workshops, and recordings, 
contact Kim at 
PO Box 704 
Polson, MT 59860 
Ph: 406-883-3244 


jigheads@jigheads.com 


Dulcimer Shoppe, Inc. 


Hand Crafting McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 
PO Box 1230 1104 Sylamore Ave. 
Mountain View, Arkansas 72560 
Phone 870-269-4313 FAX 870-269-5283 
mespaddendulcimers.com 


SILVER CHORDS 


DULCIMER & GIFT SHOP 
103 1/2 E. MAIN STREET 


JONESBOROUGH, TN 37659 
(423) 788-2863 Fax (423) 753-6641 


WWW.SILVERCHORDSDULCIMERS.COM 
LIMBER JACKS 


AND 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS GeEE-HAW 


RICK THUM, MASTERWORKS, DUSTY STRINGS, MCKINNEY WHIMMyY-DIDDLES 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 
MCSPADDEN, MCKINNEY, NEELY, BLACK MOUNTAIN, FOLKCRAFT 
BOWED PSALTERIES 
MASTERWORKS, UNICORN STRINGS. T.K. O'BRIEN'S 
DuJo's 
UNIQUE HAND-CRAFTED 3-STRINGED RHYTHM INSTRUMENT 
CHECK IT OUT ON THE WEBSITE =) 
so” 
yor 
ioe 
var bog 
S 
Books, TAPES of 
AND CD's 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dbn@dpnews.com 
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Neal Walters 


ichael Shull’s passion is gospel 
and praise music on the mountain 
dulcimer. His Hymns of Praise 
series has inspired many of you, 
I know, and his newest release, 
Dulcimer Christmas, is a seasonal 
album that sets a new standard of 
excellence for Christmas music on the 
dulcimer. All the selections are stan- 
dards, but they take on new life in his 
hands. The album has a lush, full sound 
due in large part to some fine accom- 
panying musicians playing on violin, 
harp, bass, flute, guitar and percussion 
behind Michael’s lead dulcimer. 


hile Steve Seifert’s first album was 
totally traditional in nature, Mode 
for Dulcimer explores Steve’s 
wide-ranging and eclectic interest 
in other kinds of music including 
Bluegrass, country, blues, celtic and 
jazz in addition to old-time. You’ve 
heard him do many of these tunes in 
concert and he tears them up as usual. 
With help from whistling champion 
Emily Eagan, and from old-time banjo 
player Dave Cannon, he takes you on 
a fantastic trip from Baby Elephant 
Walk to the Tennessee Waltz by way 
of Kaw-Liga and Ghost Riders in the 
Sky. He mixes jaw-dropping flatpicking 
speed and technique with sensitive 
fingerpicking arrangements in ways 
that not only demonstrate the full 
range of his technical skills but also 
showcase his attention to nuance. He 
is unique in his ability to bring out the 
beauty in a fiddle tune while still mak- 
ing your feet tap uncontrollably. He 
also sings on one or two numbers. His 
book of dulcimer solos, listed in the 
What’s New section, contains a lot of 
these hot licks and examines his 
approach to arranging tunes for 
the dulcimer. 


ull Glazener and Jim Sperry 

are back with a new collection 

of their concert favorites. Plays 
Well With Others features Tull’s 


Musical Reviews 


dulcimer and Jim’s guitar with Guy 
George on pennywhistle, flute, steel 
drum, and saxophone. Demetrius 
Steinmetz adds acoustic bass. Tull’s dul- 
cimer playing is superb and Jim throws 
in more than a few hot guitar licks to 
augment his lead vocals. The tunes 
range from fiddle tunes—Nail that 
Catfish to a Tree and Dixie Hoedown; 
love songs—New Harmony and Call 
Me Stupid; pop—Mr. Sandman, Write 
Myself a Letter, Sentimental Journey; 
and even a limbo hit for you Kentucky 
Music Week veterans. All of it is well 
played and presented. Guy George’s 
contributions on several tunes give 
those tunes a special flavor but, overall, 
this is basically an album that showcas- 
es a great duo at the top of their form. 


ick Thum’s new release, Front 
Porch Waltz, will certainly set 
your fields on fire. Rick’s an 
acknowledged virtuoso on the 
hot dulcimer jam scene. On this 
recording, he is joined by Ken 
Kolodner, David Schnaufer and Robin 
Bullock to produce another spectacular 
album of hammered dulcimer music. 
Noticeable in Rick’s playing are his use 
of syncopation and his rare ability to 
achieve warp speed without a space 
ship. He adds a nice vocal in Supper- 
time along with some waltzes (includ- 
ing his own Front Porch Waltz), and 
a rollicking version of La Partita. 
When he mixes these with the hot 
dance numbers that he does so well, 
he produces a very tasty treat for 
hammered dulcimer enthusiasts. 


arcy Prochaska also has a new 
album that is certainly worth your 
shopping attention. Mary recently 
moved from Tidewater Virginia 
to New York State and No Loose 
Threads features her hammered dul- 
cimer playing in a varied program of 
delightful waltzes, sprightly and stately 
originals, Celtic tunes, and songs of 
praise. Marcy sings and plays guitar, 
recorder, autoharp, and bowed psaltery 
in addition to hammered dulcimer and 
is joined by several talented musical 
friends on guitar, bodhran, whistle, 
dulcimer, and flute. A solid group of 


Spring 2003 = 5 


vocalists add their harmonies to Mary’s 
lead. Mary’s dulcimer playing is imagi- 
native, solid and very tasteful. The 
music is altogether excellent and the 
eclectic mix of tunes includes some 
real keepers you may not have heard 
before. Selections include Rowena’s 
Waltz/ Harper’s Waltz, Variations on a 
Three-Year Old Theme, Let the People 
Praise, and Road to Lisdoonvarna/ 
South of the James. & 


Dulcimer Christmas ¢ Michael Shull, 
412 Ermine Road, W. Columbia, SC 
29170, 803-796-2559, 
Michael@MichaelShull.com, 
www.michaelshull.com (CD) 


Mode for Dulcimer ¢ Stephen Siefert, 
217 Chimney Top Dr, Antioch, TN 
37013, 615-731-2481, stephen 
seifert@hotmail.com, www.stephen 
seifert.com (CD) 


Plays Well with Others © Tull Glazener 
and Jim Sperry, Eagle Creek Music, 
6936 W. 71st Street, Indianapolis, IN 
46278, tull@falcon.regenstrief.org 
(CD) 


Front Porch Waltz © Rick Thum, 
RTAudio, 6710 Twin River Rd, 
Eureka, MO, rthum@rthum.com, 
www.rthum.com (CD) 


No Loose Threads ¢ Marcy Prochaska, 
PO Box 43, Jacksonville NY 14854, 
marcyproch@cs.com, http://mp- 
dulcimer.tripod.com/ (CD) 


Dulcimer music online 


Download from our website today! 


® High quality graphic files 
in both tablature and 
music notation 


¢ MP3 sound files 


© Our music is available at 
very modest prices. 


® Special offers include many 
files that are FREE ! 


e A variety of arrangements 
for beginners through 
to advanced. 


www.frettedmusic.com 


Broken in Pieces 


New Release on CD: : NEW AND Dit if EREN [! 3 


Mended in Love * ROSAMOND CAMPBELL 
; resents 
Favorites from the Baroque 5 PLAYING DULCIMER 
Bach, Pachelbel, Handel s IN THE 
hymns and carols = CHORD-MELODY STYLE 
53 A Mel Bay Publication 


Carolyn Smith 


An Instruction Book for 
All Playing Levels 


www.singingsprucemusic.com 
Box 900DP ¢ Athens, Ohio 45701 * USA 


serene ~ Includes 25songs from = 
it oe PA varied sources: Early music, $5 
aureee, American and British 3 : 
traditional, Victorian, 3 ® Specialty tools © 
Shaker and more. F Bm e Tuners 
| - Detailed, specific 5 Pe eciin: 
x instruction in friendly, Finishes 
; ; "9 encouraging style. © Glues é: 
hammer dulcimer with BEA — The elements of chord: | © Pickups ——_5-Star tuning pex 
Joy Smith, marimba : ; we melody style illustrated 3 UREM 
John Bryson, organ | Eee in text and music. : — For FREE CATALOG of tools, 
4 2 : 3 - Special sections on es parts, supplies, books & videos | 
Old Folks at Home”, percussion Practice, Performance, Errors, Editing Music, Taste, 3 for instrument building & repair: 
CD’ $15 2.00 &h : Fingering, Fudging (yes!) and more. % | Call 800-848-2273 
Ss: 2 FZ:0U."S ee ee Fax 740-593-7922 
Stl avaiable - Prices include shipphg: el Se 
1052 E. 5th Ave § $04.95 + $9.50 S&H The Victorian Dukimer i Online: www.stewmac.com 
; j Rosamond Campbell Book $5.00 CD $8.00 if 
Durango, Co. 81301 ; 1037 Central Ave. The Parlour Dukimer i = STEWARTeMACDONALD’S 


Winey i 60091-2609 Book $7.00 CD $8.00 a ; ) = GUITAR SHOP SUPPLY 


The Second Annual 
Heritage Dulcimer Camp 
Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 


Novice through Advanced Classes 


cradle You, 


M jn 
pulcimer in ounta 


The Best 


Designed and Made 
by Dulcimer Players 
for Dulcimer Players 


a 


Shelley Stevens -+ Allen MacFarlane 
Princess Harris “+ Steve Eulberg 
Janita Baker -+ Linda Thomas 


THISTLEDEW ACRES 


Lee and Doug Felt 

P.O. Box 134 
Marengo, OH 43334 
419-864-1736 


leefelt@bright.net 


July 20-25, 2003 
Parkville, Missouri 


for information contact: Sharon Lindenmeyer 
405 Court - Ellsworth, KS 67439 
(785) 472-4285 + sindmyr@informatics.net 
http://www-personal.ksu.edu/~30 | 4tum/heritage 


Send for free brochure! 


Nylon Cordura® Bags for One or Two Dulcimers 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com 


Events 


May 10 ¢ Shelbyville, IN 

Blue River Dulcimer Festival Concerts, 
Workshops. Info: Shelby Co. Historical 
Society, 52 W. Broadway, Shelbyville, 
IN, 46176, 317-392-4634, grover@ 
lightbound.com 


May 9-11 Decatur, AL 

Dulci-fest 2003. Point Mallard Camp- 
ground. MD, HD, other acoustic 
instruments. Jamming, open stage. 
Info: Morgan County Dulcimer 
Association, Janet Henderson, 18 
Oak Hill Drive, Somerville AL 35670, 
256-353-4239, jhendersonal@ 
msn.com. 


May 16-17 ¢ Florence, AL 

Tennessee River Dulcimer Festival 

at Florence-Lauderdale Coliseum. 
Jamming, open stage, sales booths. 
Camping sites and motels available. 
Info: Dwayne Posey, 597 Co. 


Road 224, Florence AL 35634, 
256-764-2427. 


May 16-18 ° Coshocton, OH 

28th Annual Dulcimer Days at 

Historic Roscoe Village. MD, HD. 
Mid-Eastern Regional Dulcimer 
Championships workshops, jamming, 
exhibits, sales, concert. Info: Roscoe 
Village Foundation, 381 Hill St., 
Coshocton, OH 43812. 740-622-9310 or 
800-877-1830. www.roscoevillage.com. 


May 18 ¢ Nashville TN 

Dulcimer Day sponsored by the Grand 
Old Dulcimer Club. All day jamming 
and stage presentations in Two Rivers 
Park. Info: Glen Wilson, 8218 White 
Chapel Ct., Brentwood TN 37027, 
615-373-4270. 


May 18-24 ¢ Brasstown, NC 


Continuing Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John |. 


C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


EVENTS CALENDAR DEADLINES 


November — January issue: ] 
Events from the 2nd weekend of Noy, 
through the 2nd weekend of Feb. i 
Deadline: August ist 


i 

I 

| 

] February — April issue: 

| Events from 2nd weekend of Feb. 

through the 2nd weekend of May 

] Deadline: November 1st 

| 

I 
I 


I 
! 

I 

I 
May - July issue: | 

Events from 2nd weekend of May 

through Labor Day weekend i 
This is our largest yearly calendar ] 
Deadline: February 1st | 

! 

i 

I 


August — October issue: 
Events from the 2nd weekend of Aug. 
through the 2nd weekend of Nov. 


] Deadline: May Ist 
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Continued on next page 


10th Annual 
Housatonic Dulcimer & 


Music Celebration 
Septemeber 19-21, 2003 


Performers 


Ken Kolodner, David Marks, David Neiman, Doofus, 

Carrie Crompton, Lorraine and Bennett Hammond, 

John Marshall, Bernadette Wiemer, Stephen Seifert, 
Thomasina, Rob Brereton, Dallas Cline 


check out our websit 
wwww.robear.net 


(860) 354-9142 
HDC ¢ PO Box 2024 ¢ New Milford, CT 06776 


Cook Forest Folk Gathering 
September 12-14%, 2003 


In the beautiful Cook Forest and at Clarion 
University in Western PA 


Workshops 


= MD & HD a Whistle 
8 Fiddle 


= Percussion 


= Banjo 


And More! 


® Voice 


® Clog Dancing 


= Harmonica 


= Guitar 


Back by Popular Demand 


John 
McCutcheon 


Also Appearing: 
Paddy's Racket 
Flapjack 

Rick Thum 

Simple Gifts 
Doofus 

Out of the Blue 


Ann and Phil Case 
Donna Missigman 
Vici Gombaski 
Doug Smoot 


And More! 


Information: Kris Stiglitz at 814-393-2227 
or kstiglitz@clarion.edu 
www.simplegiftsmusic.com/cookforest 


Come join us in historic Bardstown, Kentucky for a 
wonderful, fun-filled week of classes, fantastic jams, 
concerts and so very much more! 


Kentucky Music Week 
June 15 — 20 


Classes offered this year include fretted dulcimer, hammered 
dulcimer, autoharp, tin whistle, harp, guitar, banjo, vocal classes 
including harmony singing, shape note or “sacred harp” singing, 
basketry, pottery and other crafts, clogging, contra and other old 
time dances, performance and jamming techniques and more! 
Over 80 class choices are offered as well as exciting evening 
activities. A separate “Kids’ Camp” runs parallel with adult classes. 


Instructors include: Stephen Seifert Susan Trump 
Bill Taylor Gary Gallier Lee Rowe Heidi Muller 
Maureen Sellers Lloyd Wright Michael LeCompte 


Rick Thum Linda Thompson Cathy Barton 
Sam Rizzetta Karen Ashbrook Jim Miller Mollie Freibert 


Les Gustafson-Zook Greg Jowaisas Dave Para & More! 


Classes are held in an air-conditioned facility, mobility accessible, 
all on one floor with close-up parking. Our host hotel is the Days Inn 
(formerly Holiday Inn) 502-348-9253, and host campgrounds are 
again White’s 502-348-9677 and Holt’s Campground 502-348-6717. 


For more information and/or a brochure you can visit our web site 
at www.texas.net/~square1/kmw or contact Nancy Barker at KMW, 
Inc., P. O. Box 86, Bardstown, KY 40004, 502-348-5237 or email us 
at KYTreeFrog@aol.com. 


May 23-25 ¢ Lisbon, OH 

Dulci-More Festival. MD, HD. Concerts, 
workshops, mini-concerts, 

and more. Info: Bill Schilling, 984 
Homewood Ave., Salem, OH 
44460-3816. 330-332-4420. 
www.dulcimore.org. 


May 23-25 « Yellow Springs, OH 
Southern Ohio Dulcimer Festival at 
Antioch College. MD & HD (all 
levels), guitar, autoharp. Workshops 
and concerts. Info: Mel Derickson, 
River Song Music Shoppe, melbarb 
@bright.net, www.riversongmusic 
shoppe.com. 


May 23-26 ¢ East Troy, WI 

Stringalong Weekend. Dulcimer concerts, 
workshops, singing, and dancing at 
YMCA Camp Edwards. Bring or rent 
an instrument. Info: UWM Folk 
Center, Ann Schmid, PO Box 413, 
Milwaukee, WI 53201. 800-636-FOLK 
(3655). www.uwm.edu/Dept/Folk/. 


May 24-26 e near Athens GA 
Chickenhouse Jam is simply that: 


camping and JAMming. All instruments 
(including dulcimers) are welcome. 
Info: Terry Lewis, 770-338-7469, 
www.geocities.com/stringsonfire/. 


May 26-31 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folk school.org. 


May 30—June 1 © Greensburg, PA 
Chestnut Ridge Dulcimer Festival. MD, 
HD. Workshops and concert at the 
Univ. of Pittsburgh, Greensburg. Info: 
Don and Betty Brinker, 902 Hillview 
Ave., Latrobe, PA 15650. 724-539-7983, 
dwbrinker.pacol.net, www.chestnut 
ridgefest.com. 


May 30-June 2 ¢ Clarion, PA 

Clarion Folk College, on the campus 

of Clarion University. MD, HD, other 
instruments. Workshops with focus 
on group playing. Jam sessions and 
concerts. Info: Kris Stiglitz, Clarion 


Spring 2003 = 9 


Un., Clarion PA 16214, 814-393-2227, 
Kstiglitz@clarion.edu. 


May 31-June 1 ¢ Japan 

Minori Dulcimer & Autoharp Festival 

at Ueno Ranch. HD, MD, Auto- 
harp. Japan’s only outdoor festival. 
Info: Atsushi Iguchi, 3-51-1, H-101 
Nokendai, Kanazawa-ku, Yokohama 
236-0057 Japan, +81-45-771-8403, 
amtec@m2.pbc.ne.jp. 


June 1-7 ° Brasstown, NC 

Beginning Hammered Dulcimer. Info: John 
C, Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


June 6-7 ¢ Owensboro, KY 

Yellowbanks Dulcimer Festival at English 
Park. HD, MD. Workshops, concerts, 
crafts, food, and vendors. Info: 
Yellowbanks Dulcimer Society, Thelma 
Newman, 4113 Masonwoods Lane, 
Owensboro KY 42303, 

270-684-1631, oboro69@bellsouth.net. 


Continued on next page 
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Magg 


Hammered Dulcimer 


Andrea Hoag 


Ken Lovelett 


Our 22" Year! 


The 2003 
Northeast Dulcimer 
Symposium 


21-27 June, 2003 
Blue Mountain Lake, 


New York 
with 


Karen Mueller 
Mountain Dulcimer 


Mary McLaughlin 
Fiddle Irish Singing / Voice 


ie Sansone 


David Moore 


Mountain Dulcimer 


Dwain Wilder 


Special Mountain Dulcimer Building Class 


Percussion 


Seven days of music and ie on the shores of the Adirondack Park’s loveliest lake. An 
unforgettable week of small classes, private lessons, and tutorials all with lots of personal 
attention; concerts and jams; bird watching; hiking and canoeing; and incredible sunsets. 

For information or to register write David Moore, P.O. Box 358, Annapolis Jct., MD 20701 
Email: info@nedulcimer.org See the website: http://www.nedulcimer.org 


Stringalong 


Workshops 


Nationally Known 
Dulcimer Artists 


Ona 
Wisconsin Lake 


1 hour from Milwaukee & Chicago 


Stringalong Weekends 


May 23-26, 2003 
Nov. 7-9, 2003 
March 5-7, 2004 


UW- Milwaukee Folk Center 
@ 1 (800) 636-FOLK 


pickin’? up GREAT vibrations at the 


29th 
yon = Annual 


DULCIMER 
DAYS 


May 16, 17 & 18 


Historic Roscoe Village salutes the sounds and 
traditions of dulcimer music at the 29th Annual 
Dulcimer Days festival and competition. Hosted 
by Roscoe Village and held at nearby Coshocton 
Lake Park Pavilion, this festival features the 
Mid-Eastern Regional Dulcimer Championships 
Contests (Hammered & Mountain). Guests are invited to 
Workshops participate in hammered and mountain dulcimer, harp, 
Gospel Sing autoharp, guitar and bowed psaltery workshops; a 
Jam Session} \cimer Club Concert: open, vocal and duet contests: 
Concert workshops and a Sat. evening concert featuring 
i Linda Brockinton (Alexander, AR) on mountain dulcimer 
and Mark Wade (Columbia, SC) on hammered dulcimer. 


im 


Historic 


Roscoe 
Village 


Coshocton, Ohio 
Lodging * Shopping « Dining ¢ Tours 


All performances & contests are held at the Pavilion at 
Lake Park. Events begin Fri, at 12 p.m. with 
scheduled workshops. Entertainment begins Fri. at 
7 p.m. with Dulcimer Club Concert. 


SATURDAY MAY 17 — 


9am Workshops at Lake Park Pavilion 


11:30 am-4 pm Open Contest, Vocal Contest & 
Mountain Dulcimer Duet Contest 


3:30 pm Workshops at Lake Park Pavilion 
7pm Concert featuring Mark Wade & Linda Brockinton 


10 pm Open Jam Session 


SUNDAY MAY 18 — 


9:45 am Gospel Sing 


af Som f. 
Historic Roscoe Village is a 
lovingly restored 1800s Canal 


10:45 am Mid-Eastern Regional Mountain Dulcimer Championship 


Town nestled in the beautiful 12:30 pm Workshops at Lake Park Pavilion 
Tuscarawas Valley in SE Ohio just 3pm Mid-Eastern Regional Hammered Dulcimer Championship 
off US 36 at Coshocton For registration information call 800-877-1830 


800°8772° 1830 Www.roscoevillage.com 


eee 


June 6-8 ¢ Elverson, PA 

French Creek Dulcimer Retreat. Rustic 
cabin lodging, jams, workshops, 
concerts and dancing. Info: Greater 
Pinelands Dulcimer Society, Mary 
Carty, PO Box 292, Rancocas NJ 
08073-9998, 856-231-8588. 
www.pinelandsfolk.com/gpds. 


June 8-14 ¢ Mars Hill, NC 

Blue Ridge Old-Time Music Week. MD. 
Classes, concerts, and jamming. Info: 
Mars Hill College, PO Box 6785, 
Mars Hill NC 28754. 828-689-1167, 
conferences@mhc.edu, www.mhce. 
edu/oldtimemusic. 


June 13-16, 17-20 © Colorado River, UT 
Moons & Tunes. River running, desert 
strolling, camping—and music. 
Professional guides, boats, gourmet 
food provided. Info: Bonnie Carol, 15 
Sherwood Rd., Nederland CO 80466, 


303-258-7763. www.BonnieCarol.com. 


June 13-15 ¢ Montgomery, AL 
Montgomery Dulcimer Players 5th 
Annual Jam & Campout at Gunter-Hill 
Corps of Engineer Campground. 
Potluck supper, jamming, open stage. 
Info: Betty Reeves, 334-271-0671, 
Dulcimergran933@aol.com. 


June 14 ¢ Morgantown, WV 

PattyFest. HD, MD, other instruments. 
Old-time music festival in honor of 
Patty Looman. Camp Muffly, south of 
Morgantown. Workshops, concerts, 
vendors. Jeff Fedan, Rt. 1 Box 111, 
Masontown WY 26542, 

304-864-0105, rocks@westco.net. 


June 15-20 ¢ Bardstown, KY 

Kentucky Music Week. Instruction in 
MD, HD, other instruments, basket 
making, and singing. Also see July 26th 
listing. Concerts. Info: Nancy Barker, 
Box 86, Bardstown, KY 40004. 
502-348-5237. www.texas.net/~ 

square 1/kmw. 
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June 20-22 © Calabasas, CA 

Summer Solstice Folk Music, Dance, & 
Storytelling Festival. MD, HD. Work- 
shops singing, dancing, storytelling and 
concerts on campus of Soka University. 
Info: California Traditional Music 
Society, 4401 Trancas Place, Tarzana, 
CA 91356-5399. 818-817-7756. 
www.ctms-folkmusic.org. 


June 20-22 © Byron, Ml 

Friends and Family Campout, sponsored 
by the Silver Strings Dulcimer Society. 
Jams, workshops, and crafts. Info: Barb 
Lakin, 248-426-8519, http://geocities. 
com/ssdsociety/special_files/myersflyer. 
html. 


June 21 © Brethren, MI 

Spirit of the Woods Folk Festival. 

Free. Performances, music, dance, chil- 
dren’s activities, and crafts at Dickson 
Township Park. Camping nearby. Info: 
Spirit of the Woods Music Association, 
wkjoseph@kaltelnet.net, 11171 Kerry 
Rd., Brethren, MI 49619. 231-477-5381. 


Continued on next page 
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July 20th-26th, 2005 


TWELFTH ANNUAL 
AUGUST 
DULCIMER 
DAZE 


AUGUST 22, 23, 24, 2003 


WEST DOVER, VERMONT 


kkk 
JON KAY 


MacARTHUR Family 
MADDIE MacNEIL 


Week-long workshop with master teacher Steve Schneider, 


including individual and group instruction. PAM WEEKS 


te i 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 
WORKSHOPS & MORE 


A maximum of six students allows for a 
highly personalized experience. Exquisite setting in island cabin 
on tree-lined shore near Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. 


Students must be comfortable in open boats. FOR INFORMATION 


CALL OR WRITE 


“Tt will be very difficult to go anywhere else after 
this for a dulcimer workshop.” — JA 


“Northern Lights is a beacon for 
some of us in the dark.” — GB 


Costs: $800-$900 includes meals, lodging & stargazing. 


FOLK CRAFT MUSIC 


P.O. BOX 88 
JACKSONVILLE, VT 05342 
802-368-7437 


E-Mail: swewater@sover.net 


For more information, contact: 


northernlights@steveschneider.com or at 1-888-DULCIMER 


What 2002 participants said about Western Carolina University Mountain Dulcimer Week: 
“The best value and most comprehensive program in the country.” “1 would walk the 500 miles to attend. 
Unforgettable experience - friendly people - beautiful music.” . “The people | met here couldn’t have been 
any nicer.” (age 16) ... “| had a blast.” (age 15) ... “Unique opportunity for concentrated interaction with 
finest instructors and to form enduring friendships with other players.” ... “Great in-depth training and interaction 
with other players.” ... “The best way to make a big jump in skills!” ... “An extremely well-run event! Very 
organized. Smooth! The instructors were very accessible.” ... “Enriching, friendly environment.” “An 
experience all mountain dulcimer players need to have.” “Not like any dulcimer event you’ve ever been tO; 
. “The ‘Harvard’ of mountain dulcimer events.” _ “Great! San ie) eee 


Join 
US 


Serres 


for 


The 4th Annual 


Western Cate University 


e 


Mountain Dulcimer Week 


Cullowhee, North Carolina 
Sunday, June 22 - Friday, June 27, 2003 


Nine Moning eying: Skills Gatises (12 contact siourey e 72 Hours of Afternoon Workshops ¢ Special Cour: 

with Janita Baker on “Musicianship and Arranging” (w/music principles, tab reading & writing) ¢ Special Course 
with Kenneth Bloom on “Bowing the Mountain Dulcimer” © Special sessions on Appalachian Dulcimer traditions 
© Two Super Evening Faculty Concerts © Participants’ Open Stage e Play in our Dulcimer Orchestra e Daytime 
and Evening Jam Sessions led by Staff ¢ Dulcimer Marketplace e Get-Acquainted Barbecue Buffet ¢ Scholarships 
for Youth & Dulcimer Teachers ¢ Economical Tuition, Meals & On-Campus Housing @ Free Shuttle Bus Service! 


For your WCU Mountain Dulcimer Week Catalog & Registration form to be mailed in February contact: Continuing Education 
and Summer School, Western Carolina University, 138 Outreach Center, Cullowhee, NC 28723. Phone 828-227-7397. E-mail: 
hensley@wceu.edu or visit our web page at http://cess.wcu.edu/dulcimer for updates. For questions on curriculum and staffing, contact 
Lois Hornbostel, Mountain Dulcimer Week Director, P. O. Box 907, Bryson City, NC 28713 or Ldulc@gte.net 


June 21-27 ¢ Blue Mt. Lake, NY 

Northeast Dulcimer Symposium XXI. MD, 
HD, fiddle classes. Singing, percussion 
workshops,concerts, jams, and dulcimer 
building workshop. Info: David Moore, 
PO Box 358, Annapolis Junction, 

MD 20701. info@nedulcimer.org, 
http://nedulcimer.org. 


June 21-22 © Waynesville, OH 

Old Tyme Music Festival at Caesar’s 
Creek Pioneer Village. MD. Concerts, 
open stage, workshops, banjo, guitar, 
fiddle, harmonica, spoons, and more. 
Info: John Noftsger, PO Box 224, 
Spring Valley, OH 45370. 937-862-5551, 
jnoftsger@edldayton.com. 


June 21-22 ¢ Coshocton, OH 

Annual Olde Time Music Festival at 
Historic Roscoe Village. MD, HD. 
Workshops, jamming, exhibits, sales, 
concert. Info: Roscoe Village Found- 
ation, 381 Hill St., Coshocton, OH 
43812. 740-622-9310 or 800-877-1830. 
www.roscoevillage.com. 


The first 
Blu 5 


e River 


June 22-27 ¢ Cullowhee, NC 

Mountain Dulcimer Week at Western 
Carolina University. Courses for all 
levels. Repertoire classes, concerts, 
open stage, marketplace. Info: 
Continuing Ed & Summer School, 
WCU Outreach Center, Cullowhee NC 
28723. 828-277-7397. http://cess.wcu. 
edu/dulcimer. 


June 27-29 ¢ Altamont, NY 

Old Songs Festival of Traditional Music and 
Dance. Altamont Fairgrounds. Concerts, 
dancing, workshops, family activities 
(MD, HD). Info: Old Songs, Inc., P.O. 
Box 399, Guilderland, NY 12084. 518- 
765-2815. www.oldsongs.org. 


July 27-29 Cork, Ireland 

Cork Dulcimer Festival. Workshops, open 
mike, concerts, and more. Info: Christie 
Burns, +353(0)879039564, cburns@ 
ucla.edu. www.corkdulcimer fest.org 


June 27-29 ¢ Farmington, PA 

Laurel Highlands Dulcimer Workshop. HD 
workshops, Sunday morning 

service and open mike concert at 


Blue River Dulcimer Festival 
May 10, 2003 
Shelby County Fairgrounds 


Shelbyville, Indiana 


Featuring 


Stephen Siefert 
Kentucky Standard 
Maureen Scllers 
Cathy Barton & Dave Para 
Tom & Missy Strothers 
Molly Freibert 
Pitts’ Kitchen Dulcimer Band 


Musical Instruments and Supply Vendors Welcome 


Info: Shelby Co. Historical Society 
52 W. Broadway Shelbyville, Indiana 46176 
317-392-4634 email: grover@lightbound.com 


Concerts, Workshops * Inside and Outdoors * Food Available 


This is an outside event - Bring Sweaters and Lawn Chairs 


10:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M. 


Come Help Us Celebrate Our First Duleimer Festival 
www.blueriverdulcimerfestival.com 
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Benners Meadow Run Campground. 
Info: Brett Ridgeway, 704-329-4097, 
fbridgeway@juno.com. 


June 28 ¢ Corydon, IN 

Old Capitol Traditional Music Festival. 
Workshops, open stage, concerts, jam- 
ming. Info: Nancy Meisner, 3605 Lagle 
Lane, Depauw IN 47115, 812-347-2447. 


June 29—July 11 © Westminster, MD 
Common Ground on the Hill. Includes HD, 
MD. Two week-long sessions of instruc- 
tion, singing, songwriting, dance, per- 
cussion, and more. Info: Common 
Ground on the Hill, WMC, Western 
MD College, Westminster, MD 21157. 
410-857-2771. www.commonground 
onthehill.com. 


July 5-6 © Grand Rapids, OH 

Black Swamp Old-Time Music Festival. 
HD, MD, fiddle, banjo, guitar, man- 
dolin, bass. Workshops, concerts, jams, 
crafts. Info: Brickstreet Community 
Arts, 419-287-0011, brickst@wenet.org. 


Continued on next page 


MEADOWLARK 
MUSIC CAMP 


for adults 
Aug. 24-30, 2003 


Celtic, old-time, 
and folk music 

in a beautiful 
lake-side setting. 


INSTRUCTORS: 
Ken Kolodner (Hamm. Dulcimer) 
Anne Dodson (Mt. Dulcimer) 
Lorinda Jones (Mt. Dulcimer) 
plus instruction in fiddle, banjo, 
guitar, harp, voice, and more! 


For information, contact: 
Jerry Bryant (413) 256-6606 
25 Columbia Dr., Amherst, MA 01002 
www.meadowlarkmusiccamp.com 


Common Ground on the Hill 2003 


9th Annual "Traditions Weeks” 
June 29th-July 4th and July 6th-11th, 


At picturesque McDaniel College, just minutes from Baltimore and 
i Washington, DC, with over 100 acclaimed traditional musicians, singers, artists, 
dancers and writers offering classes, workshops & exciting performances 
ti while exploring cultural diversity in search of “common ground.” 


American Music & Arts Festival 
© July 12th-13th at Carroll County Farm Museum 


Featuring five stages of traditional roots music & dance, juried art & crafts, 
family “World Village,” and delicious multi-cultural foods! 


g i Hammered Dulcimer: Bill Spence, Walt Michael, 
 ? Jeanean Martin, Ken Kolodner, Bill Troxler 
Mountain Dulcimer: Mark Nelson, Sally Rogers, Jon Kay 
es Plus instruction in: guitar, authoharp, banjo, mandolin, bass, fiddle, harmonica, 
celtic harp, Native flute, highland pipes, singing, songwriting, bodhran, gospel choir, 
African dance, contradance and a broad offering of fine arts and,crafts. 
For information and a catalog contact: 


. Common Ground on the Hill 
2 College Hill, McDaniel College 
Westminster, MD 21157 


== f° 410-857-2771 cground@ais.net 
_ www.commongroundonthehill.org 


Sweetwater presents the 


= 
Alog July 6-11 2003 p!y4 


Urbana, Ohio at Urbana University 


Shady Grove Tag Teams! 
One week of instruction at your level, 
with two great teachers! 
Intermediate/Advanced: 
Shelley Stevens & Tull Glazener 


i. sos Intermediate: 
a se Maureen Sellers & Louise Ziegler 
Appa Icimer Camp Beginner/Novice: 
..a week-long music camp for adults Shari Wolf & Cindy Funk 


For info: wwwsweetwaterfolkcom HERE) Duicimer building workshop with 
Email: Art Burmeister 


shadygrove@sweetwaterfolk.com Brought to you by your friends, Sweetwater 
Phone: 937-473-5176 (Shari Wolf, Shelley Stevens, Cindy Funk) 


July 6-Aug. 10 © Elkins, WV 

Augusta Heritage Arts Workshops. MD, 
HD. Five weeks of classes, concerts, 
dances, and more. Info: Augusta 
Heritage Center, Davis & Elkins 
College, Elkins, WV 26241. 
304-637-1209. www.augusta 
heritage.com. 


July 6—Aug 2 ¢ Swannanoa, NC 

The Swannanoa Gathering. HD, MD. 
Week-long workshops in the folk arts. 
Dulcimer Week 7/14—20. Info: The 
Swannanoa Gathering, Warren Wilson 
College, PO Box 9000, Asheville, NC 
28815. 828-298-3434 or 828-771-3761. 
www.swangathering.org. 


July 6-11 © Springfield, OH 

Shady Grove Appalachian Dulcimer Camp 
at Wittenberg University. MD instruc- 
tion (all levels), concerts, jamming. 
Info: Sweetwater, PO Box 164, 
Covington, OH 45318. 937-473-5176. 
shadygrove@sweetwaterfolk.com, 
www.sweetwaterfolk.com. 


July 9-12 © Quaker City, OH 

22nd Annual Dulcimer/Autoharp 
Competition. MD featured, HD encour- 
aged. Ohio Hills Folk Festival; a small 
town competition with a big heart. 
Info: 740-965-5102. 


July 10-12 ¢ Carthage, MO 
Summerfest 2003. MD, HD, other 
acoustic instruments. Pre-festival 
workshops, concerts, jam sessions, 


crafts. Info: Elaine Smith, 417-624-3580, 


dulcifer@juno.com, www.summer 
festmo.org. 


July 12-13 © Morris, IL 

Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival. MD, 
HD. Workshops, concerts, jamming, 
dancing, children’s activities. Info: 
Diane Ippel, PO Box 801, Morris IL 
60450, 708-331-6875. www.gwdf.org. 


July 12-13 © Westminster, MD 

Common Ground American Music & Arts 
Festival. Music, singing, drumming, 
dance, multi-cultural foods and more. 
Info: Common Ground on the Hill, 
WMC, Westminster, MD 21157. 
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410-857-2771. www.commonground 
onthehill.com. 


July 13-19 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Building and Playing a Mountain Dulcimer. 
Info: John C. Campbell 

Folk School, One Folk School Road, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 800-365-5724. 
www.folkschool.org. 


July 17-20 ¢ Evart, Ml 

Dulcimer Funfest at the Osceola County 
Fairgrounds. Mainly HD, some MD. 
Concerts, workshops, open stage, 
jamming, and sales booths. Camping 
available. Info: Donna Beckwith, 

817 Innes NE, Grand Rapids, MI 
49503. 616-459-6716. 


July 20-25 Kansas City, MO 

Heritage Dulcimer Camp, a week of study 
in MD and HD (all levels). Jam sessions, 
workshops, open stage, concerts. Info: 
Sharon Lindenmeyer, 785-472-4285, 
sIndmlyr@informatics. net, www 
-personal.ksu.edu/~3014tum/heritage. 


Continued on next page 


Dulcimer Chautauqua on the Wabash 


OCTOBER 17-19,2003 


NEW HARMONY, INDIANA 
NEAR EVANSVILLE IN BEAUTIFUL SOUTHERN INDIANA JUST SOUTH OF I-64 


All Levels of Appalachian Dulcimer Instruction and More! 


Featuring 


Gary Gallier -Tull Glazener- Rob Brerton- Dan Evans—Lee Rowe 


Maureen Sellers- Kentucky Standard Band- Janne Henshaw 
Molly Freibert —June Goforth —Sally Papich 


Sarah Elisabeth- Joseph Dean- The Lotus Dickey Story- Stephen Dickey - My Music, My Story- Sam Stone-Jim Sperry 
Maria Abell-Crecelius and Dave Crecelius- Thursday Evening Pot Luck Supper -NEW!!! Friday afternoon workshops!!! 


Bonus Beginner Workshop on Thursday Evening - Sandy Huebel - Sound- Dan Hamilton-Hymn Sing- Don Allen 
Jam/Hospitality Barn with Barbara and Randy Snepp, Vicki & Tom Stuckert- Also- Pat Moss, Rich Harrison, 


Several ticket prices available- Participant(All events)-Jamming & Concert, Lecture Seminars Only- Concert Only 


Sponsored in part with a grant from the Robert Lee Blaffer Foundation -For information: Dulcimer Chautauqua On The Wabash, Inc., 4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150. 
E-mail: Maureen Sel@AOL.com www.maureen@maureensellers.com -Room Reservations- New Harmony Inn- 1-800-782-8605 


Workshops ~ Concerts 
3-hour “Power Workshops” (Thursday only) 


SAM Fest °03 


Summer Acoustic Music Festival 
Houston, TX 


14 workshops each hour on Friday & Saturday 


Beginner to advanced levels 


Susan Trump 
Lawrence Huntley ( 
Ruedi Bichoff a SEZ 
Guy George 
Cliff Moses 
Rick Thum July 24 - 26, 2003 
Katie Waldren & Candace Krietlow 
Les Amis 
Lillies of the West 
Peggy Carter 
Lisa Ellsworth 
Linda Brockington 
Paul Andry 
Neal Walters 


THURSDAY, JULY 10 PRE-FESTIVAL WORKSHOPS 
DON PEDI, LARRY CONGER, LEE ROWE, STEPHEN 
SEIFERT, DAVID MORAN, NEAL WALTERS 
DUTCH OVEN WORKSHOP : r 
POTLUCK AND JAM 


FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
WORKSHOPS, STAGE ENTERTAINMENT, CONCERTS 
VENDORS, FOOD CONCESSIONS, 
WOODCARVING WORKSHOP 


CATHY BARTON/DAVE PARA, COLEEN/NEAL WALTERS, DON PEDI, LARRY CONGER, RUSSELL COOK 
LEE ROWE, DAVID MORAN, JOE MORGAN, STEPHEN SEIFERT, LINDA THOMAS/DAN DELANCEY 
JIM CURLEY, TOM SCHROEDER, CHRIS/ANN FOSS 


Contact: Elaine Smith dulcifer@juno.com or 417-624-3580 www.summerfestmo.o rg 


Summerfest, PO Box 2284, Joplin, Missouri 64803-2284 a eee 


July 20-26 ° Ontario, Canada 

Northern Lights HD Retreat near 

Sault Ste. Marie. Intermediate and 
advanced players. Individual and group 
instruction. Info: Steve Schneider, 
845-268-7102, northern lights@steve 
schneider.com. 


July 24-26 ¢ Houston, TX 

SAMFest features workshops for MD, 
HD, autoharp, fiddle, folk harp, guitar, 
pennywhistle, and more. Includes 

SAM Fest Bandscramble, concerts, 
jamming. Info: Peggy Carter, 16142 
Hexham Dr., Spring, TX 77379. 
281-370-8993. samfest97@aol.com. 


July 25-27 ¢ Binghamton, NY 

Cranberry Dulcimer Gathering. MD, HD, 
autoharp. Workshops, concerts, open 
stage, contra-dancing, and jamming. 
Primitive camping available. Info: Ed 
Ware, 1259 Fowler Place, Binghamton, 
NY 13903-6036. 607-669-4653. 
www.Cranberry Dulcimer.com. 


July 25-27 ¢ Louisville, KY 

Kentucky Music Weekend. Concerts, 
workshops, dances, and crafts at 
Iroquois Park. Also see June 16th 
listing. Info: Nancy Barker, Box 86, 
Bardstown, KY 40004. 502-348-5237. 
KY TreeFrog@aol.com, www.texas. 
net/~square1/kmw. 


July 26-27 ¢ Kirtland Hills, OH 

Little Mountain Folk Festival. 
Entertainment, children’s activities, 
living history, vendors. Info: Lake 
County Historical Center, 8610 Mentor 
Road, Kirtland Hills, OH 44060. 
440-255-8979, www.lakehistory.org. 


July 27-Aug 2 © Brasstown, NC 
Dulcimer Celebration. (MD, HD) Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, One 
Folk School Road, Brasstown, NC 


28902. 800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


July 28-31 ¢ Mt. View, AR 

Mountain Dulcimer Workshop at the 
Ozark Folk Center. Beginning and 
intermediate levels. Classes, jams, 
concerts. Info: Ozark Folk Center, 
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PO Box 500, Mountain View, AR 
72560. 870-269-3851. www.ozarkfolk 
center.com. 


August 1-3 ¢ Ferrisburg, VT 

Champlain Valley Folk Festival at 
Kingsland Bay State Park on the shores 
of Lake Champlain. MD. Concerts, 
dancing, workshops, storytelling, jam 
sessions, crafts, and more. Info: 
Champlain Valley Festival, 202 

Main St., Burlington VT 05401, 
800-769-9176, http://www.cvfest.org. 


August 2 ¢ Santa Cruz, CA 

Redwood Dulcimer Day. MD workshops. 
Info: Janet Herman, 205 Jackson St., 
Santa Cruz CA 95060, 831-429-1691, 
fasola@cruzio.com, www.folkplanet.com. 


August 3 ¢ Lake Zurich, IL 

Lake County Folk Festival. Five stages, 
including a dulcimer stage. Workshops 
and jamming. Info: Kate Moretti, PO 
Box 113, Lake Zurich IL 60047. 
847-540-5527. KMoretti@aol.com. 


Continued on next page 
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Vellowbanks Dulcimer | 
Festival 


Owensboro, Kentucky 


mi English Park 
w) ih June 6 & 7, 2003 

Nt wa 
alt = LS Won't Miss 
ri 2. see P| Greg Jowaisas 
Atwater & 
Donnelly 
Sweet Funk 
Y Kendra Ward & 
Bob Bence 
‘ai Maureen Sellers 


Concerts, Workshops, Vendors, 
Crafts, Food, Limited R.V. Parking 
For More Information: 


(270) 684-1631 
oboro69@bellsouth.net 


Thelma Newman 
2001 Winston Dr. 
Owensboro, Ky. 42301 


"Oh Brother, Here We Are!" 
...Been Here All Along! 


Summer Dulcimer Workshops 


Mountain Dulcimer ¢ July 28-31, 2003 


Featuring Judy Rlinkhammer, Scott Odena and 
Debbie Porter 


Hammered Dulcimer ¢ August 4-7, 2003 
Featuring Linda Thomas and Rick Thum 


¢ Dry Creek Lodge ¢ Skillet Restaurant ¢ Crafts Village 
¢ Homespun Giff Shop ¢ Heritage Herb Garden 
e Folklore and Music Archive 


Call or wrife for brochure 
or information. 


D.0. Box 500 
Mountain View, AR 72560 
870-269-3851 
1-866-898-1035 (U/TT) 
wuww.ozarkfolkcenter.com 


wannanoa Gathering 


FOLK ARTS WORKSHOPS AT WARREN WILSON COLLEGE 


] Vins Week at the Swannanoa Gathering offers students the opportunity to learn the 
hammered or mountain dulcimer (or both!) in a relaxed and intimate setting of small classes and 
supportive staff, with some of the country’s finest teachers and players. The workshop also runs 
concurrently with our vocal program, Sing Swing & String Week, which offers a children’s program 
and classes in singing, dance and instrumental instruction. Dulcimer Week students are free to take 
classes in either program. No other dulcimer workshop can offer a this: 


*Highest-quality instruction *Speciaf BueseFnrichment artists 

°Small classes in a relaxed atmosphere * Evening dances, song es concerts & jams 
*Personal attention 

*Take classes in both types of dulcimer The best cafeteria of any camp 

*Take classes in Sing Swing & String program {ildren’s Program available 


£00 Ng Raren 1 ar 
‘Wes Chappell, “Randy Marchany, 
Rick Thum," Thomasina & Marya Katz 


July 6-12 “Celtic Week” * July 13-19 “Dulcimer Week” ¢ July 13-19 “Sing Swing & String Week” 
July 20-26 “Performance Lab * July 20-26 “Old-T ime Music & Dance Week” 
July 27-August 2 “Contemporary Folk Week” ¢ July 27-August 2 “Guitar Week” 


Call or write for a FREE catalog: The Swannanoa Gathering, 
Warren Wilson College, PO Box 9000 Asheville, NC 28815-9000 
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August 3-10, 10-17 ¢ Deckers, CO 

Rocky Mountain Fiddle Camp. HD 
workshops and concerts. Info: Mark 
Luther, Rocky Mountain Fiddle 
Camp, 4785 E. Amherst Ave., Denver 
CO 80222, MF Luther @aol.com, 
www.RMFiddle.com. 


August 4-7 ¢ Mt. View, AR 

Summer HD Workshep at the Ozark Folk 
Center. Beginning and intermediate 
levels. Classes, jams, concerts. Info: 
Ozark Folk Center, PO Box 500, 
Mountain View AR 72560. 870-269- 
3851. www.ozarkfolkcenter.com. 


August 8-10 © Leavenworth, WA 

Chatter Creek Hammered Dulcimer Festival 
at Chatter Creek Camp-ground. HD. 
Workshops. Info: Mary Anne Ogle, 
425-788-5335, ogle@ u.washington.edu. 


August 9-10 ¢ Salem, WV 

Dulcimer Weekend at Fort New Salem. 
MD, HD. Workshops, concert, and 
jamming. Info: Lori, Fort New Salem, 
Salem International University, Salem 


Featuring a wide variety of 
Workshops for 
Hammered & Mountain 
Dulcimer, Guitar, Fiddle, 
Folk Harp & Mandolin 


*Farm-Fresh Catered Foods 
*Tent Camping 
*RV Parking 
* Nearby Hotels 


Performances Nightly 
Late night Contra Dance, 
Jamming, 

All Acoustic 
instruments Weicome! 


Grand Canyon-2 Hours Away 


FEATURED PERFORMERS 


WV 26426, 304-782-5245, www.fort 
newsalem.org. 


August 15-17 © Grafton, IL 

Great River Road Festival. MD, HD. 
Concerts, workshops. State contests for 
MD, HD, open stage, vendors. Info: 
Johanna Nicholas, 314-863-8807. 
www.angelfire.com/il/gateway. 


August 15-17 © Mt. Laguna CA 

Gathering at Mt. Laguna. Workshops for 
dulcimer, harp, guitar, bowed psaltery, 
and more. Concert Saturday night. 
Info: Susan Raimond, PO Box 213, Mt. 
Laguna CA 91948. 619-473-1213. 
harphealer@yahoo.com. 


August 15-16 ¢ Luka, MS 

Magnolia Dulcimer Club Fall Festival. J.P. 
Coleman State Park. All accoustic 
instruments welcome. Workshops, open 
stage, vendors, door prizes, potluck 
supper. Cabins, motel, townhouses, RV 
camping available. Info: Ruby Strick- 
land, 903 E. Linden St., Corinth MS 
38834, 662-296-0193, jpcole@freedom 
200net.com. 


September 26-28 


Dewey, Arizona 


BeantTree Barn near Prescott 


Spring 2003 = 19 


August 21-24 ¢ Midland, Ml 

Midland Dulcimer Festival at Midland 
Fairgrounds. HD, MD. Jamming, 
workshops, concerts. Info: John Skaryd, 
989-781-0849 or Margaret Loper, 
989-684-1499, www.dulcimers.com/ 
midland.html. 


August 22-24 ¢ West Dover, VT 
Dulcimer Daze. MD. Open stage, work- 
shops and concerts. Info: Folk Craft 
Music, PO Box 88, Jacksonville, VT 
05342. 802-368-7437. swewater@ 
sover.net. 

August 22-24 « Manitou Springs, CO 
Festival with MD and HD workshops 
and concerts. Info: Bud and Donna 
Ford, 740 Manitou Ave., Manitou 
Springs, CO 80829, 719-685-9655, 
dulcimer@dulcimer.net. 


Continued on next page 


For Program and 
Advanced Registration 


Contact: 


Anna Duff 
RO. Box 641 
St. David, AZ 85630 
{520) 720-4965 
Anna@dulcianna.com 


Visit Our Website: 1 
www.duicianna.com 


in the Hills of Northern Arizona 


Ken Kolodner * Stephen Seifert * Lois Hornbostel * Randy Marchany * Wes Chappell 
Karen Ashbrook * Paul Oorts * Neal Hellman * Rick Thum * Robert Force 
Tina Gugeler * Romanza * Jeanne Page * Kerry Anderson * Dave Firestine 


Jorge Pastrana & Anna Duff 


Sponsored in part by Songbird Dulcimers 


The Great River Road Festival 


August 15-17, 2003 
Pere Marquette State Park Lodge - Grafton, Illinois 


Featuring 
Don Pedi - Steve Eulberg - Phyllis Gaskins 
Cathy Barton & Dave Para 
Linda Thomas & Don DeLancey 
Rick Thum - Heidi Muller ...And More!! 


Evening Concerts 4) Workshops: Friday & Saturday 4 Vendors 4 Raffles 
Open Stage # Continuous Outdoor & Indoor Music 


Festival Website: www.angelfire.com/il/gateway 


For indoor lodging, see our website or call us for a list. State Park camping is 

available adjacent to the Lodge and may be reserved by calling 618-786-3323. ARTS Illinois Arts Council, 

For general information, including registration forms, see our website or con- ome Jersey County Board, 
tact Don Allen 618-346-0985 or drayallen@hotmail.com pene, & Music Folk, Inc. 


The Sixteenth Annual 


Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival 
July 12% and 13" 2003 

Gebhard Woods State Park 

Morris, {Ilinois 


Information: (708) 331-6875 
HANDS, PO Box 807, Morris, 1L 60450-0807 
www.gwaf.org 


Performers to include: Malcolm Dalglish, Steve Endsley, Sherri Farley, 
Diane Ippel & Rob Williams, Bill Robinson and Friends, 
and many more! 


Visit our website for further updates: www.gwaf.org 


Concerts — Workshops — Old Time Dance - Children’s Activities — Instrument Crafters 
Musical Recordings & Accessories - Food Vendors 


Sponsored by Hands of Illinois, Inc., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to preserving and promoting dulcimer music, in association 
with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and the City of Morris. Partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council. 


August 23 Cincinnati, OH 

Picnic at Keehner Park. MD, HD, other 
instruments and their players invited 
for an afternoon of jamming and 
potluck. Info: Carol Campbell, 7605 
Camargo Rd., Cincinnati OH 45243, 
513-561-8502. 


August 24-30 ° Washington, ME 
Meadowlark Music Camp. MD, HD 

and other folk instruments. Classes, 
concerts, and jamming. Info: Jerry 
Bryant, 25 Columbia Dr., Amherst MA 
01002. 413-256-6606, www.meadowlark 
musiccamp.com. 


Aug 25-31 e Avoca, IA 

Old-Time Country Music Contest and 
Festival. HD, MD, other instruments. 
Contests and workshops. Info: Bob 
Everhart, PO Box 492, Anita IA 50020. 
712-762-4363, bobeverhart@yahoo. 
com, www.oldtimemusic.bigstep.com. 


August 30-31 ¢ Metamora, IN 

Metamora Folk Festival. HD, MD, 
fiddle, vocal. Workshops, performanc- 
es, jamming, evening concert. Info: 
765-647-2194, 765-629-2662, Fax 
765-525-4844. 


Aug 31-Sept 6 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Beginning Hammered Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. €3 
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PATTYFEST 2003 
AN OLD-TIME MUSI€ FESTIVAL 


In Honor of Patty Looman 
Mentor, Teacher, Song-catcher, Friend 
Py 
Workshops, Open Stage, Jammin’ 
Square Dance Vendors Invited 
4 
Saturday, June 14, 2003 
Morgantown, WV 
304-864-0105 rocks@westco.net 
http:/Avww.PattyFest. org 


27th ANNUAL 


CRANBERRY 


DULCIMER GATHERING 


July 25, 26, 27, 2003 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
Binghamton, New York 
50 Workshops-2 Concerts-Hymn Sing-Dancing-Jamming 
Recordings-Song Books-Instruments-Cases—Accessories 
FEATURED PERFORMERS 
Mike Casey Fretted Dulcimer 
Tina Bergmann Hammered Dulcimer 
Mike Fenton Autoharp 
CONTACT: 
ED WARE 
1259 Fowler Place 
Binghamton, NY 13903 (607) 669-4653 
e.ware@ieee.org 
Visit our website/register online: 
www.cranberrydulcimer.com 


Katie LaRaye Waldren 


amered Dulcimer 


orders, please 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
FIDDLE CAMP 


Plan your summer vacation in 
the cool high country of 
Colorado; study, and play 
music. Six classes and daily 
jams in which you may 
study any combination of: 


HAMMERED 
DULCIMER & 
BODHRAN 
WITH 
BONNIE CAROL 


In addition to all styles of fid- 
dling, piano, cello, harp, guitar, 
flute, & banjo. 


Jamming * Concerts - Dances 
Outdoors Acvitities 
Non-stop FUN! $575 covers 
7 days of food, lodging, 
instruction, and activities. 


AUGUST 10-17 


Camp runs for 2 weeks from Aug. 3 - 17, 
but dulcimer will be offered the second week. 
1 1/2 hours west of Denver just outside 
Rocky Mountain National Park 


www.RMFiddle.com 


www .BonnieCarol.com 
(303) 258-7763 


"Thanks for making us Number 1 
www.EverythingDulcimer.com 


Ce eee 
Every! hingDulcimer.com was founded in April of 2002. and already il has grown to become 


the most comple ele hammered and mountain dulcimer resource on the Web. 
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"EverythingDulcimer.com is the best place to receive Dulcimer help of any kind. We are like a great big 
family. We get into some great discussions that broaden our horizons with our music and gives us 
encouragement and help at all times. Thanks for the chance to belong to a great group of people." 
- Gail in Vinita, OK 


"EverythingDulcimer has given me, and the dulcimer community at large, a wonderful place to meet 
and share our knowledge and experiences playing, building and interacting with this uniquely 
American musical instrument. On a personal level, it has been a great boon to my dulcimer-building - 
both from the marketing standpoint and the sharing of knowledge and techniques with other 
builders."" - Ken in Prescott, AZ 


"This site has to be the best source of info for anyone playing or wanting to learn to play the dulcimer! 
I wish this site had been around back when I was learning and wholeheartedly support this site and 
would recommend it to anyone and everyone!" - K in Gold Beach, Oregon 


"This forum is like having a group of teachers and consultants who freely give of their considerable 
knowledge. It helps me affirm those things I am doing correctly and offers differing paths and opinions 
for growth. I have greater confidence with the support of EverythingDulcimer.com that I will become a 
better musician and with that growing confidence have the freedom to thoroughly enjoy the journey." 

- Bill in Green Bay, WI 


"It only takes a little while to get an answer to any question you may have. Being a new dulcimer player 
the help is invaluable." - Nana in Kentucky 


"There is simply no better place to go on the Internet to find out anything and everything about 
dulcimers." - Larry in Lima, OH 


"Perhaps the warmest and friendliest community on the web." Steve in West Jordan, UT 


"Long Live EverythingDulcimer.com" - Marc in Northern Ontario Canada 


"EverythingDulcimer.com is a user-contributed website. Content is made by dulcimer players for dulcimer players. We 
exist only to serve the national dulcimer community and to provide information to a dulcimer-curious public."' 
- Bruce W. Ford, Founder of EverythingDulcimer.com 


i DISCUSSION - TABLATURE - CLUBS - EVENTS - 
Hier» ARTICLES - CONTESTS - TEACHERS - LINKS - FAQS 


FREE MARKETPLACE - PHOTOS - AND MORE! 


Rakes of Mallow 


A Teaching Article for the Hammered 
Dulcimer 


by Anne Lough 


have used this tune many times in my classes at the 

John C. Campbell Folk School to introduce musical 

concepts as well as dulcimer applications and tech- 
niques. This piece will be helpful for you in approaching any 
new song you want to learn. 

As we all have discovered, looking at sheet music while 
trying to play the hammered dulcimer is very difficult and the 
more we can rely on our ear and memory the quicker we will be 
playing well. So first of all, let’s look at how melodies move. 
Basically we have melodies that move in a scale pattern (step by 
step) or by skips and chordal patterns. Recognizing these pat- 
terns in the music, where they repeat, and where they are in 
relationship to a marked course will not only make memorizing 
a whole lot easier, but will really aid in “fine tuning” your ear. 

In the first full measure of Rakes of Mallow, we see a 
pattern that starts on the Ist note of the scale (G) and skips up 
a third (skips one course on the dulcimer). This is repeated 
two more times, followed by a descending scale pattern begin- 
ning on the 4th note of the scale (C) straight down to the note 
below the marked course (F#) . We then have the same skip- 
ping third pattern, played three times, as we had at the begin- 
ning, only starting one course lower, followed by a descending 
scale pattern beginning on the 5th note of the scale (D) back 
down to the first note. I would suggest you play this D on the 
left side of the treble bridge, to help reinforce horizontal pat- 
terns that will really be helpful when you start adding chords. 

The next measure is identical to the first full measure and 
in measure six, by playing the G, B and D, you are outlining a 
G chord. For now, omit the notes in that measure with the 
stems going down, as they are fill notes and we'll add them 
later. To end the A section, you have another descending scale 
pattern starting on the C, down to the F# again, but coming 
up, over, around and ending on the G at the beginning of 
measure 8. This ending then has a “tag” of reaching over to 
the 5th note (D) on bass bridge (the note above the marked 
course) with your right hammer and then playing the G again 
before going back into the repeat of the A section. You'll 
notice the suggestion of starting the descending pattern with 
your left hand hammer. If you do this and continue to use a 
strict alternating left/right pattern, it will set you up for that 
reach to the bass bridge with your right hammer. 


| his lively Irish tune is a fun and easy piece to play. I 
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After repeating the A section, you will play the second 
ending which leads you into the B section. I would suggest 
again that you play the last note of the second ending (D) on 
the left side of the treble bridge with your left hand hammer, 
as you will want to start the descending scale pattern starting 
on the high G with your right hammer. This will make the 
crossing of the bridge smoother. You'll notice that this 
descending scale takes you across the bridge all the way down 
to the 3rd note of the scale (B) at which point it turns and goes 
back up to the 5th note (D) again which is played twice.The 
second time the D is played you can add the B as a harmony 
note. Then the same descending scale starting on the high G is 
played again to the same point, the B, but then does a skipping 
pattern to the D across the bridge. I have added the third 
below the B (G) as a harmony note and notice that these are 
the same thirds you played in the beginning pattern of the A 
section. When combined with the D, notice they form a little 
triangle that makes up a G chord. After playing the D on the 
left side of the bridge, you will drop down and play the notes 
on either side of the marked course (A and F#) which are the 
same set of thirds you played in the 3rd measure of the A sec- 
tion, followed by the D again. This triangle makes up a D 
chord.The next two measures (14 and 15) are almost identical 
to the first two measures of the B section, except you hold the 


Continued on next page 
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D for two counts. (We'll add the fill in a minute). From meas- 
ure 15 on the ending is almost exactly like the ending of the A 
section, with a little bit of melodic and rhythmic variation to 
make it interesting. Measure 16 and measure 7 are identical 
except for the very last note. In measure 16 you will go up to 
the C (marked course) instead of down to the F# and follow 
by playing the thirds B and G once more as eighth notes. The 
last two notes are the root note G with an added harmony of 
the low B on the base bridge (below the marked course) on the 
last G. These variations of a simple ending in both the A and B 
section are typical ways to dress up and add interest to any 
“sterile” endings you may come across. 


to recap, in “Rakes of Mallow,” we have seen that the 
melody is basically made up of skips of a third and 
straight descending scale patterns, with a little variation 
and quite a bit of repetition. You'll start to recognize 
these and other types of patterns in other tunes, enabling you 
to get them into your hammers and onto your dulcimer a 
whole lot quicker! After you have the melody and rhythm 
lined out on your dulcimer, you can add the fill notes in 
measures 6 and 15. These fill notes are a G arpeggio (notice 
the triangle formed again) beginning on the low D played on 
the bass bridge followed by the G and B on the right side of 
the treble bridge taking you right into the descending scale 
starting on the C. As you become more familiar with the 


chord triangles, they are great to use for fill any time you 
have some held notes. 

One final note on rhythm and playing style. There are a lot 
of groups of eighth notes in this tune and your “trained” rhyth- 
mic sense would tell you to play them very evenly. However, in 
the authentic tradition of these dance tunes, it’s important to 
create some rhythmic interest by playing these with a lilt. Give 
the first eighth note of every set of two a little more time than 
the second—not as much as in a dotted rhythm, but giving the 
feeling of a loping rhythm. We can also create some syncopation 
by accenting the 4th beat in measure 11 and the 2nd and 4th 
beats in measure 13. Have fun! € 


Anne Lough 
691 Ferguson Cove Loop, Clyde, NC 28721 
annelough1@cs.com 


Anne Lough is a nationally known traditional musician _ 
with over thirty-five years experience in performance and 
teaching. Anne holds a Music Education degree from 
Murray State University, Murray, Kentucky and a Master 
of Music Education degree from Western Carolina 
University, Cullowhee, North Carolina. She now devotes 
her full time to festivals, workshops, performances and 
school residencies. : 


BECOME fA MUSIC PRACTITIONER 


The Music for Healing 
& Transition Program 


Develop the skills to provide live, healing 
music to comfort the ailing or dying at the 
bedside and experience the joy in being of Wy 
service. The Music for Healing and Transition) 
Program, Inc. (MHTP) offers a course-of- |“ 
study for musicians, music students and jy 
vocalists at sites throughout the US, leading to § 


certification as a Music Practitioner. 


Courses offered throughout the country: 
Tucson © San Jose * Denver ¢ Tampa 
Atlanta © Chicago ¢ Ann Arbor © Austin 
Portland, OR Hillsdale, NY © Seattle 
Manchester, NH 


For a comprehensive brochure outlining the 
course and a current schedule of classes and 
locations, please write to: iif 
The Music for Healing & Transition Program ~ 
22 West End Road, Hillsdale, NY 12529 
Phone: 518-325-5546 / Email: mhtp@ben.net 
Website: www.mhtp.org 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn¢ 


music for 
Body & Mind, Spirit & Soul 


by Dinah Ansley 

i ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 
featuring UVA CANCER CENTER 
“September on the Mississippi” % 
“River” 
“Amazing Grace” 
“Shenandoah” 
Spirituals, Fiddle Tunes & more © 
You support the Healing Arts 
Program at the University of Virginia 
when you order 
CDs $15 ($10 tax deductible) 
Tapes $10 ($7 tax deductible) 
(add $1.50 per item for s/h) 
Mail check to UVa Cancer Center 
Attn: The Healing Arts Program 
P.O. Box 800334 
Charlottesville, VA 22908-0334 


For more information log on to www.uvacancer.com 
Dinah Ansley may be contacted at dulcimerdinah@cstone.net 
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Rakes of Mallow 


Irish 


Arr. by Anne Lough 
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Collins 


ne Christmas about twelve years ago, my mother gave 

me a Sunhearth teardrop as a present. I was bit mysti- 

fied by the gift: I knew what a dulcimer was, but had 

never asked for one. I’d been playing guitar for about 
twenty-five years at that point and had been on binges of 
tenor banjo, hammered dulcimer, and recorder at various 
times. I’d never had any interest in an Appalachian dulcimer, 
so I wasn’t sure what to do with it at first. Luckily, there 
was a dulcimer club nearby. My mom put me in touch with 
Earl Roth, long-time member of the Brandywine Dulcimer 
Fellowship, and I started attending meetings. (Incidentally, 
the BDF has been going strong for over 20 years, and we’ve 
been privileged to host workshops and concerts by Margaret 
MacArthur, Tull Glazener, Maddie MacNeil, Kevin Roth, 
Neal Walters and Doofus, and Ralph Lee Smith.) 

After learning how to tune the thing and getting some 

basic instruction, I quickly got hooked on the gentle beauty 


pure ; Featuring Great Names In: 
If It’s Unusual and Musical, We ‘iio eae ap 
Probably Have lil MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 


Consider our highest quality 3 ~ ‘ FOLK HARPS 

stands, handcrafted locally, for AUTOHARPS 

both display and performance 2 

needs. Hammered dulcimer 

stands are fully adjustable to fit: | te PLAYER PIANOS 

the individual plaver both in oe . > & TONGUE DRUMS 

height and angle. Mountain dul- | 
cimer stands are adjustable to fit most mountain 
dulcimers. Both available in walnut, cherry, or vi ae | fl WINDCHIMES 
maple. Call today to order yours! ez EO is TAPES & CD'S 


HARMONICAS 


STUMPF FIDDLES 


Web site: www.simplesounds.com E-mail: simpsnd@shipshenet.com Phone: 1-888-MTDULC-2 (888-683-8522) 
Simple Sounds P.O. Box 837 Shipshewana, IN 46565 


Stop in and see us! We're in the Davis Mercantile, downtown Shipshewana, in the heart of Amish Country! 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpbn@dpnews.com 


of the dulcimer and the challenge of finding notes and 
chords on a diatonic instrument. Then I started attending 
festivals, taking workshops, and buying loads of recordings 
and tab books. Being obsessive helped: I’m quite happy 
practicing until my fingers are sore. There’s never enough 
time to play as much as I want. 

Most of my playing is for myself. I’ve performed at 
weddings, receptions, in museums, at retirement communi- 
ties, and on open stages, but it’s nerve-wracking. I prefer to 
share my musical ideas through teaching and arranging. In 
recent years, I’ve taught workshops at the Cranberry, Cook 
Forest, French Creek, and Albany festivals. I give private 
lessons and have produced two books of tab arrangements. 

David Schnaufer, Jerry Rockwell, and Janita Baker have 
been big influences on my playing style, and I’ve been fortu- 
nate to have had the chance to study with these fine teachers 
at various week-long workshops. I also find the playing of 
Larkin Bryant Cohen a real inspiration. But many non-dul- 
cimer musicians have influenced my playing as well. I think 
it’s important for dulcimer players, as they develop a person- 
al style, to listen to many musical genres and learn from the 
musical ideas of other instrumentalists, not just dulcimer 
players. For example, I think my dulcimer playing has 
improved a great deal from listening to what El McMeen 
does on guitar. Yes, when I grow up, I want to play dulcimer 
the way David Schnaufer plays dulcimer, but I also want to 
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play dulcimer the way Barbara Cook sings, and the way 
Martin Hayes fiddles, and the way Marian McPartland 
plays piano. 

I’m often asked how many dulcimers I own. Everyone’s 
heard the joke, “How many dulcimers does a dulcimer player 
need?” Answer: “Just one more.” That’s me. My collection 
runs the gamut of voices, from a Ron Ewing dulcimette to a 
Blue Lion bass. In between are instruments by McSpadden, 
Bill Taylor, some treasured Jerry Rockwell dulcimers, and 
one of the last Galax-style instruments ever built by Jacob 
Ray Melton. The newest arrival is another very traditional 
instrument: an exquisite Jean Ritchie model from Blue Lion. 


registers available nowadays. Another excuse is the 

inconvenience of altering a single instrument every time 

you want to go from a 3- to 4-equidistant string setup, 
or tune from D A D to DA A, or raise the middle string for 
bowing. But I’ve also found that certain melodies just sound 
best on one particular instrument. There’s so much variety in 
the styles and woods used by dulcimer builders that the tone, 
volume, and sustain of the instruments differ greatly. This 
gives players a lot to choose from when selecting the most 
appropriate voice for any particular piece of music. 


| ne justification for multiple instruments is the different 


Continued on next page 


Looking for a dulcimer that: 


— Will give a lifetime of enjoyment. 


— Will give you the freedom to develop your playing style. 


— Has been entirely built by a craftsman. 


— Has a life time guarantee. 


For a free, full color brochure call 1-800-700-3790 or write. 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 


Box 193, Rochester, VT 05767 
Tel: 802-767-3790 
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WE WANT YOU TO 
BE PART OF THE 
DPN FAMILY AND 
OUR DULCIMER 
COMMUNITY. 


Help us to help others find people resources. 


Our updated Clubs List will be part of the 
Dulcimer Players News website by the time you read 
this notice (we hope, we hope). Please check to see if 
we’re missing anyone, and if we are, please send us 
contact information. 


Some folks didn’t get back to us when we asked 
about their clubs, so we deleted the listing. But if 

you're there we want to know about you, as do the 
rest of our readers. 


Let us know. You'll find us at: 
www.dpnews.com 


iw 


A Little 
of This 

& ef 
A Littl == 
of That 


His Debut CD 
with Sixteen 


featuring 
Mountain 


Dulcimer 


and 
Tin Whistle. 
With favorites 
such as 
“Maggie” 
“Wild Mountain 


“Cajun Waltz” 


CD $15 plus $1.50 for shipping 
Thistledew Acres * P.O. Box 134 * Marengo, OH 43334 


A few of my instruments have the 1% fret, and some of my 
arrangements require it. On the other hand, for many pieces, 
the 1% fret is more of a nuisance than a benefit. Of course, 
the diatonic nature of the dulcimer can make it difficult to 
play certain pieces, but I find that part of the instrument’s 
charm. If there’s a piece I really want to arrange for dul- 
cimer, I like puzzling out a workable way to play it. The 
challenge presented by the “missing” notes is something 
I wouldn’t want to lose. 

The dulcimer has such a lovely voice, it shouldn’t be limit- 
ed to any particular repertoire. As a teacher, I urge other 
players to try lots of different types of music and see what 
they sound like on this instrument. Explore a wide range of 
playing styles so you can evolve your own musical voice; but 
at the same time, learn as much as you can about the history 
of the dulcimer and its musical traditions. Finally, I always 
tell my students to focus on the dulcet aspect of the dul- 
cimer: fast is good, but slow is often much, much better! @ 


Bill Collins has two books of dulcimer arrangements: 
Carolan’s Dulcimer, containing twenty-one lesser-known 
compositions by Turlough O’Carolan; and Come Life, 
Shaker Life, a collection of fifty Shaker tunes. Bill can be 
reached at dulcibill@aol.com or at 114 N. Hunter Forge 
Road, Newark, DE 19713. 


In 1972, we began 
making dulcimers 
because they 
were easy to play, 
not too expensive, 
and lots of fun. 


After 29 years, 
Black Mountain Dulcimers 
still are. 


FREE Catalog of Dulcimers, books, CDs and more 


Yours for the se Black 
S 


100 Foothill Blvd.* Calistoga, CA 94515 « Toll Free 1-800-786-4240 


www.blackmtninstruments.com Dealer inquiries welcome. 
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How My Soul Is Now Delighted 


Dulcimer Arrangement 
copyright 2001 by William L. Collins Tuning: DAD, capo 1 


This Shaker tune comes from the Mount Lebanon community in Verses: 
New York, and was received by an unknown Shaker sometime in the How my soul is now delighted 
1830's. This compelling melody sounds particularly good when fin- With the food of Zion’s hill, 
gerpicked. Play at a moderate tempo, but keep a driving pulse To the feast we are invited 
throughout. Faithful souls may have their fill. 


Cleansd from every vile pollution 
See the virgin happy throng; 
Singing praise with heavenly motion, 
None but such can learn the song. 
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by Joe Holbert 
Black Mountain NC 


Throughout the generations many musi- 
cians and instrument builders have come 
from the mountains of western North 
Carolina. One such mountain 
musician and hammered dulcimer builder is 
Jim Taylor of Madison County. His numerous 
recordings reveal his expertise on traditional 
Civil War melodies and Celtic tunes as well 
as creative original music. He is well known 
for building superb hammered dulcimers 
and is a member of the Southern Highland 
Handicraft Guild. Jim has taught hammered 
dulcimer playing at the Augusta Heritage 
Center and the Swannanoa Gathering. 


How about telling me something about 
your musical background? 

I’ve been playing music ever since 
I was ten years old. My grandparents 
were local musicians playing old-time 
and ragtime music. My grandfather, 
in fact, was a shape note music leader 
in western North Carolina. I suppose 
music has always been in my blood. 


When did the hammered dulcimer enter 
your life? 

In 1980 I first heard Jerry Reed 
Smith’s recording, Strayaway Child, 
which began my love affair with the 
hammered dulcimer. At the time, I 
was in graduate school in Fort Worth, 
Texas, where I met hammered dulcimer 
maker Russell Cook. After hearing 
Russell play, I thought I had died and 
gone to heaven. I hung out at Russell’s 
shop for a year and built my first ham- 
mered dulcimer from a kit. Before I 
came back to North Carolina in 1982, 
Russell had taught me how to build 
hammered dulcimers and play some 
tunes. By 1984 I had developed my 
own design and was making hammered 
dulcimers full time. A couple of years 
later, I won the Southern Regional 
Hammered Dulcimer Contest at 
Mountain View, Arkansas. In 1989 I 
recorded my first CD, Come Before 
Winter. 


How would you describe your style 
of music? 

I just really love old-time and Celtic 
music. The whole thing for me is that 
connection with the past. It’s part of the 
historian in me. Traditional music was 
not written for the consumer but was 
passed down in order to have fun. This 
music is very unpretentious. Those who 
played it in the past were not trying to 
prove anything. They didn’t try to mar- 
ket or put their name on the music. 
There was the lack of self importance 
and self promotion. That’s what I like 
about it the most: the music is for 
fun—just a way to express yourself. 


“The whole thing 


for me is that 


connection with 
the past.” 


What about your original music? 

It just comes to me. I have three 
ninety-minute cassettes full of original 
pieces at home. 


I know that you have a graduate degree in 
history and your liner notes in some of 
your CDs are like a miniature thesis. 
Would you elaborate more on your “con- 
nection with the past?” 

History is simply the lives of people 
just like you and me. People 150 years 
ago lived, learned, struggled, had some 
good times, and died just as people do 
today. Sometimes in human history, 
unique events occur like what happened 
in this country 140 years ago with the 
Civil War. The passions and the emo- 
tions from this unique event fascinate 
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me. Questions come to my mind like: What is your construction secret that 
how did the war affect people in their gives your hammered dulcimers their 
everyday lives like the farmer, the miller, special tone quality? 

or the guy who worked in the factory up I don’t have the slightest idea! Maybe 
north? Why did they feel so strongly it’s dumb luck! I have never analyzed 
about what they were doing? The war one to understand what it does. Of 
affected all of us in some way, especially course, I do use some common-sense 
those of us whose ancestors were ideas like using a fairly free-floating 
involved with the war in some way. sound board. I imagine that the size of 


the box and the string length probably 

How do you go about doing your research? — affect the overall tone quality. 

What I like to do is to go back to what 
historians call the primary resources. What suggestions do you have about 
These are the actual letters, documents, buying or choosing a hammered 
military records and courthouse records —_ dulcimer? 
that those in the past left for us. These Choose one that feels right when 
resources can tell you what people were you play it. One that has a good 
feeling, doing, or thinking. There is a spe- response and doesn’t sound hard. One 
cial connection when you get to handle that has a nice round tone to it. 
these treasures.When it comes to fiddle 


; : 2 Jim Taylor 
tunes, that is another special connection 
to these folks: to be able to hear what fhe 
o these folks: to be able to hear wha Mars Hill NC 28754 


they heard; to play what they played; to £00. 
sing what they sang. That is pretty wild eee OGerter! 
when you think about it. This is all we’ve 
got to approximate the kind of world 
these folks lived in. It is a link. It is the Joe Holbert is a public school music 
soul of their whole society. You can take educator in the mountains of western North 
the music of the minstrel stage, the music Carolina. He lives with his wife, Karen, in 
played in parlors and kitchens, and the Black Mountain, North Carolina. 

old shape-note hymns and, with these, 


conjure up a living, breathing, feeling of DISCOGRAPHY 


the past. One example of this is the tune, 
“Camp Chase.” Devil Sol Carpenter was Come Before Winter (CD/cassette) 


a Confederate prisoner of war at Camp The Falls of Richmond (Cassette) 
Chase, Ohio. They had a fiddle contest Little Rose Is Gone (Cassette) 
* and whoever won would be released. 
‘Carpenter played this tune and won and The Civil War Collection, Vol. 1 (CD 


Jim@jimandsheila.com 
www.jimandsheila.com 


was released! The tune he played has combining The Falls of Richmond and 
em been called “Camp Chase” ever since. Little Rose Is Gone) 
a beta you see, is a living link to that The Bright Sunny South (CD/cassette) 
The Last Fierce Charge (Cassette) 


ioral seme acaeimenl a nmaaias Christmas On The Mountain (CD, with 
dulcimer playing techniques? 


For me, the melody is the most re) 
important element when playing a One October Morn (CD) 
traditional tune. Embellishments The Civil War Collection, Vol. 2 (CD) 


should complement the melody. The 
simpler the arrangement the better. 
I like a clean sound. 
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Red River Valley 


A Lesson for the Novice Mountain 


Dulcimer Player 


by Heidi Cerrigione Ellington, CT 


In preparing lessons for novice 
players, I’ve found that some of the 
old favorite melodies from our child- 
hoods work well. With that in mind, 

I went searching through my Schneider 
family songbook and came across 
“Red River Valley.” 

Speaking of songbooks (and in this 
case “songbag”), one version of “Red 
River Valley” was published in 1937 
by Carl Sandburg in The American 
Songbag. | learned that it was formerly 
called “In the Bright Mohawk Valley” 
with roots in upstate New York. Other 
early titles were “In the Bright Sherman 
Valley” and “In the Bright Little Valley.” 

Further internet research gives credit 
to James Kerrigan (1896), but it’s not 
clear to which version he may have 
contributed. 

The folksong traveled from New York 
to Texas, where the cowboys of Red 
River County changed the song to “Red 
River Valley.” I pulled out the atlas and 
learned that the Red River forms a good 
length of the boundary between Texas 
and Oklahoma. 


pee 


In addition to the variations in title 
and lyrics, there are also slight variations 
heard in the melody. You might hear the 
very first phrase like this: 


From this  val-ley they say you are go- ing, 


Just when we’re convinced of the 
American heritage, we find another 
theory that it’s really a Canadian lament 
referring to the Red River that flows into 
Lake Winnepeg. 

Enough history, let’s play. First take 
a look at the chords written above the 
music. I’ve listed the name of the chord 
and a fingering you can use to make that 
chord in the DAD tuning. 

Hum the melody and strum across 
your strings using those chord shapes. 

If you know other shapes of D, G or A 
chords, try those too. Next, try a bum- 
ditty strum, playing a bum-ditty (1-and-a) 
for each beat (4 to a measure) like this: 


From this val ley they say you are 


a ei a ci al 


+a 


Sing the first two words; then start 
your strum pattern on the first syllable of 
“valley,” The arrows indicate an outward 
strum, but if you’re more comfortable 
strumming inward on the downbeat, feel 
free to reverse the pattern. 

When that feels comfortable, take a 
look at the tab numbers for playing the 
melody. Here are some helpful hints for 
left-hand fingering. 

Play the first two notes on the open 
middle and open melody string, and then 


use your thumb on the melody string for 
(2) on “valley.” This will free your index 
finger to put on the (1) of the bass string 
on “say”, and then your middle finger 
will fall in place for the (1) on the 
melody string for “you.” 

One of the important early lessons I 
learned from my mentor, Neal Walters, 
was to keep my fingers in contact with 
the strings. Don’t try to lift your hand 
from fret to fret, but rather move 
smoothly between them. 

One good place to try this is on meas- 
ure 4 for “bright eyes,” moving from (2) 
to (4). Use your middle finger for this 
sliding movement on the melody string, 
and your index will fall in place for the 
(5) on the middle string. 

If you’d like to hear what this tab 
sounds like and you have internet access, 
go to www.doofusmusic.com/page2.html. 
I’ve played a nice slow version of “Red 
River Valley” and you can play along 
with me. There are also many more 
verses posted there. 

One last hint—the verse and chorus 
are identical, so once you've learned the 
first two lines of the song, you've got 


it all. € 


Heidi Cerrigione, a frequent contributor of 
articles for Dulcimer Players News, teaches 
and writes books for autoharp and dulcimer, 
and performs and records with her husband, 
John, and Neal and Coleen Walters. |W 

heidi@doofusmusic.com 
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Red River Valley 


arr: by Heidi Cerrigione 
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From this val - ley they say you are  go- ing, | shall miss your bright eyes and sweet 


smile; For they say you are tak-ing the sun-shine that has  bright-ened our path-way a- 


while. Come and sit by my side if you love me Do not has-ten to bid me a- 


dieu; Just re - mem-ber the Red Riv-er val-ley, And the girl that has loved you so true. 
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Playing Cajun Music on the 
Mountain Dulcimer 


by Lois Hornbostel 
Bryson City, North Carolina 


Cajun music on the mountain dulcimer. It has great 

rhythms and interesting new melodies to be tried. 

Cajun music can be played easily and with authenticity 
on the mountain dulcimer for several reasons. Both the 
mountain dulcimer and the Cajun accordion (lead instru- 
ment in Cajun bands) have diatonic scales. Cajun fiddlers 
use a lot of drones, like the dulcimer. The drone sounds are 
said to date back to the early roots of Cajun music and a 
droned instrument called the vielle. There is always dancing 
to Cajun music, so the rhythms are wonderful, and with 
listening and practice can be reproduced on a strummed 
mountain dulcimer. I have found as I teach at festivals that 
these simple, appealing Cajun tunes are accessible to dul- 
cimer players of all skill levels. Novice dulcimer players find 
the tempos are moderate, the chord progressions spare, and 
there are not as many notes as American or Celtic fiddle 
tunes. More experienced mountain dulcimer players can 
find challenge and enjoyment in the Cajun tradition of 
improvising on the melodies, taking “breaks,” and getting 
into some of the greatest rhythm “grooves” anywhere! 


t’s not surprising that I have such a good time playing 


The Historical Roots of Cajun Music 

The Acadien (or “Cajun”) people date back to France. 
In the early 1600s they sailed to the Americas and estab- 
lished the French colony of Acadia, which today makes up 


the Canadian province of Nova Scotia and adjacent areas. Since the mid-seventies, Lois Hornbostel has worked as 
When the British occupied the area in 1755, the Acadiens a performer, author of several Mel Bay books, teacher, and events 
were exiled from their farmlands. In the next decade they coordinator. From July 6th through 11th, 2003, she will teach Cajun 
found refuge in southern Louisiana, where they made a and Old-Time music adapted for the mountain dulcimer during 
new life, farming and fur trapping. French is still the first Augusta Cajun Week in Elkins, WV (www.augusta heritage.com). 
language for many Cajuns. Lois is completing a new book for Mel Bay 

Starting with their traditional French music, the Cajuns entitled Cajun Favorites For Mountain Dulcimer. 
developed a distinct form of folk music all their own, adding 
melodic and rhythmic elements from Afro-Caribbean, Lois Hornbostel 
Appalachian, Celtic, German, Spanish, Native American Ldulc@gte.net 
music, and African-American blues. The Cajuns are known PO Box 907 
for their sense of community and gatherings that always Bryson City, NC 28713 


include great food, lively music, and dancing. The waltz 
and the two-step are the two main forms of Cajun dance. 


SSS gy 
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“Two Alligators” 


(Deux Cocodries) 


From Cajun Favorites for Mountain Dulcimer 
by Lois Hornbostel (Mel Bay Publications) 


Tuning: DAD 


A Traditional Cajun Two-Step 
arr. by Lois Hornbostel 


DAD Tuning. Strum across all strings to get strong 
rhythm. Horizontal arrows in the tab mean “hold onto that 
note for the duration of the chord in the harmony.” This 
is to make the music easier to read. “Deux Cocodries” 


Verses: 
Two alligators went off to war, 
saying “farewell” to their litte children. 
Their long tails dragging behind them in the dust, 
they went off to fight the elephants. 


If the alligators, the alligators, the alligators 
are lost on the banks of the bayou, say no more. 
if the alligators, the alligators, the alligators 
are lost on the banks of the bayou, say no more. 


Notation and tablature by Maylee Samuels 


(dyou kokodree) has a two-step rhythm and is a song that 
Cajun children sing. The words in French and English are 
below. To embellish on this basic melody try some slides into 
and between notes. 


Deux cocodries sont allés ala guerre, 

disant “adieu” a leurs petits enfants. 

Leurs longues queues trainaient dans la poussiére, 
ils sont allés combattre les éléphants: 


Si les coco-dries, les coco-dries, les cocodries 
sur le bord du bayou se sont perdus, n’en parions plus, 
si les coco-dries, les coco-dries, les cocodries 
sur le bord du bayou se sont perdus, n’en parions plus. 


Books and Recordings by Lorinda Jones 
New Release! 
No Shadows (CD) 
$15.00 


No Shadows is a mix of 
American and Celtic traditional 
music played beautifully on 
standard, baritone, dujo, and bass 
_ dulcimers. Solo and ensemble 
” arrangements. Selections: There is A 
Fountain, Turkey In the Straw, Hewlett, 
Holy Manna, Harvest Home, Barlowe 
Knife, Wayfaring Stranger and more 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMER TABLATURE BOOKS 
Learn To Play The Mountain Dulcimer, | $5.00 
Learn To Play The Mountain Dulcimer, Il $5.00 
The Spirited Dulcimer, (Book and Cassette) $10.00 
Lullabies and Other Lilting Melodies (Book and CD) $15.00 
Dulcimer A La Mode (Book and CD) $15.00 
The Celtic Collection (Book and CD) $15.00 
ALSO AVAILABLE Send check payable 
Cottages & Castles CD se lala 
PO Box 123 
Midwinter's Feast CD 


Rineyville, KY 40162 
Night Cap CD/cassette s&h all orders $2.00 
$15 CD, $10 Cassette 


ORINDA JONES 
No Shadows 


losnotes@infi.net 


Dan Evans 
from Olney 
England 


English 
finger-style 
dulcimer 
& guitar 


™\ 


new CD ~ Autumn Dané@ ~ out now 
www.dansing.co.uk 
orders@dansing.co.uk 


The Doofs' third release is another collection of old time and sentimental songs and 
tunes featuring mountain and hammered dulcimer, autoharp, guitar, banjo, and lots of 
vocals. Running time is over an hour. Available in CD only ($15) plus $1.50 shipping. 


Doofus Music (DPN) 
56 Egypt Rd, Ellington, CT 06029, 860-872-3264 
doofus@doofusmusic.com * http://doofusmusic.com 


Handcrafted Instruments 
by William Berg 


® Mountain Dulcimers 

° Hammered Dulcimers 
© Bowed Psalteries 

° Lap Harps ¢ Kalimbas 
° Banjos * Mandolins 


..and much more! Plus a great selection 
Instructional Books and CD's and Tapes. 


58 W. Main Street © Nashville, IN 47448 
812-988-7077 or toll free 800-359-2173 


www.mountainmademusic.com 


WINDY RIVER 
CARDBOARD 
DULCIMERS 


Dark cherry cardboard sound box, 
24-1/4” wood fretboard, standard 
machine heads, very substantial. 
6-1/2 & 13-1/2 frets included. 
Ideal for schools and beginners. 


$ 50.00 


(Special prices for schools and 
organizations) 


Handcrafted music holders, music stands, 
and instrument stands. 


Dealer inquiries welcomed 


WINDY RIVER DULCIMER SHOP 
P O BOX 493 
BOONEVILLE, MS 38829 
662-728-5448 


forsmith@bellsouth.net 
www. windyriver.org 


Linda Thomas 


New Book 
CD set 


(A Private Lesson 
approach) 


First Lessons 
Hammered 
Dulcimer 


$7.95 


This book/CD set is designed to instruct beginning players 
on the hammered dulcimer. The melodies in this collection 
include a variety of hymns, holiday music and fiddle tunes 
written in standard notation. Lyrics and suggested chords 
for accompanying instruments are also included. The 
accompanying CD offers two tracks for each selection: a 
performance track with rhythm guitar, and an instructional 
track with phrase-by-phrase demonstration. 


Firs LESSONS 


Mail/Phone Orders To: Linda Thomas 
6409 E. 110th St. * Kansas City, MO 64134 
(816) 763-5040 
e-mail: lindadan@primary.net 


Other recordings available: 


Merry Christmas - tracitional Christmas songs - Star of 
Bethlehem, Silent Night, Away In A Manger... 

Among Old Friends - fiddie tunes and waltzes - Red Wing, 
Ashokan Farewell, Kentucky Waltz, Clarinet Polka... 

The Gathering Place - titles include: In the Garden, 
Beyond the Sunset, How Great Thou Art, The Ash Grove... 
An Old English Christmas - *3th-16th century caro’s in 
standard notation with CD. 


(Cassettes $10 © CD $15 - plus $3 for shipping and handling) 
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Adapting A Spanish 
Classical Guitar 

Composition To The 
Hammered Dulcimer 


by Anna Duff ¢ St. David, Arizona 


have been playing hammered 
dulcimer for fifteen years. Like 
most of us I started with fiddle 
tunes and Celtic melodies. About 
four years ago, I was studying with 
my friend, classical pianist Dr. Janne 
Irvine. She suggested that I work out 
a few Spanish/Latin pieces on the dul- 
cimer. It made sense to me to learn this 
style of music since Celtic gigs were far 
and few between here in the Southwest. 
I immediately went to the nearest music 
store and bought several CDs of illustri- 


ous Spanish classical guitar players — 
Julian Bream, John Williams, and, of 
course, Maestro Andrés Segovia. As 

I began listening to this music, I knew 
in my heart this was the music I was 
meant to play. 

A year ago I had the great fortune 
of meeting Fulbright scholar guitarist 
Dr. Jorge L. Pastrana, and have been 
continuing my studies with him. We 
have been busy adapting Latin guitar 
pieces to the hammered dulcimer and 
occasionally performing together. This 
piece, “Lagrima,” was one of the first 
compositions we adapted. 

“Lagrima,” (The Tear) was written 
by Francisco Tarrega (1852-1909) and 
exemplifies the romantic spirit of nine- 
teenth-century Spain. Sometimes 
referred to as the “Father of Modern 
Guitar,” Tarrega wrote many beautiful 
melodies but none were published until 
he was fifty years old. His compositions 
influenced some of the greatest guitar 
performers of the 20th century and 
continue to do so today. 

I play a 16/15 “Piano Forte” ham- 
mered dulcimer built by Nicholas 
Blanton. It also has an additional left 
bridge with the bass notes GA BC F 
& Bb. I use these bass notes in many 
of my arrangements. I begin to use 
them at the very beginning of the piece 
if at all possible; it depends on the key. 


If you have this extra bridge or these 
notes in other places on your instru- 
ment, try using them throughout your 
music; they will add a lot of richness. 

“Lagrima” starts off in the key of 
E major and modulates to E minor. 
The key of E is a guitar-friendly key, 
and is used often. It’s a little tricky for 
us hammered dulcimer players because 
of the placements of our D#s, but still 
very doable. It is also important to 
know that classical guitar music is writ- 
ten an octave higher than it sounds. In 
other words, it sounds an octave lower 
than written. I play this piece an octave 
lower than written except for the bass 
E; my instrument doesn’t have this 
note. I had to compromise and use the 
low E on my right side bass bridge. If 
you play an extended range hammered 
dulcimer you will have the lower bass 
E. If you play a 12/11, play the music 
as written. 

Now let’s get started! I have num- 
bered the measures for quick reference. 
There are three voices in this piece: 
melody, accompanying harmony notes, 
and the bass line. The melody notes 


Continued on next page 
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are written with the stems up. Accom- 
panying and bass line notes are stems 
down. To be able to play all three parts 
you will have to use a technique ham- 
mered dulcimer players call “hands 
separation.” If you have never tried this 
before, this melody is perfect to get you 
started. ’ll walk you through it. 


@.. irst measure: begin by playing the 
melody notes with your left hand 
only. I start the melody on my 
treble bridge. You will find the 
notes G#, A, B on the left hand side 
of the first marked course. As you play 
these notes, count the quarter notes as 
two eighth notes. 1 & 2 & 3 &...It will 
help you with your timing. Now, on the 
right-side bass bridge, first marked 
course, find your accompanying notes 
E & F#. Go across to your right-side 
treble bridge and find your low G*. It’s 
probably your bottom string. Now play 
these notes with your right hand to- 
gether with your G# A & B melody. 
You are still playing just the quarter 
notes but will continue to count them as 
eighth notes. Now with your right hand, 
just add the note, B, on the up beats, 
the “ands.” The B note, which I use, is 
on the right hand side of the treble 
bridge, on the first marked course. 
Congratulations! You are now doing 
some hand separation. This technique 
occurs throughout most of the piece. 

In measure two, continue playing the 
melody with your left hand—a dotted 
half-note F#; right-hand for the bass, 

a dotted half-note D*. Use your lowest 
D#. Now play the accompanying notes. 
You can alternate your hands with these 
notes in this part of the measure. 

Measure three is the same as one. 
Measure four is the same as two except 
it adds a bass note, B, on the third beat. 
This is where I use my left-side bass 
bridge. If you don’t have this bridge, 
just play the measure exactly the same 
as the second. 

In measure five we continue with 
our hand separation. This measure can 
be tricky because you will have quite a 
reach to play the D# melody note. 
Mine is placed at the very top of my 
right-side bass bridge. Just take it slow, 
you will get used to the reach with 


practice. Remember to keep your 
accompanying notes in the lower 
octave. 

You might want to practice this 
measure as I explained in the begin- 
ning: play the melody first, and then 
add your bass to the melody. Finally, 
add the up beat accompanying notes. 

There is nothing tricky in measure 
six! You may alternate your hands 
throughout this measure. Once more, 
in measure seven, I suggest you learn 
the melody first and then add the har- 
mony accompanying notes. They form 
a beautiful descending chromatic run! 

I like to bring these notes out, especial- 
ly the last time around. I use my left- 
side bass bridge for the A# and bass B. 
Yet again, you will have to compromise 
with this measure if you don’t have 
these lower notes. 

Measure eight is the end of the 
E-major part and is simple enough. 
This brings us to the E-minor section, 
measure nine. The wavy line before the 
E-minor and B’ chord means to roll the 
chord from bottom to top note unless 
otherwise specified. Be careful of your 
dynamics and timing when playing a 
rolled chord. Your bottom notes should 
be played lighter so that your melody 
note stands out. You also need to play 
the roll quickly enough so that you’re 
not behind the beat. But you have to 
do so fluidly, without it sounding 
rushed. I begin these rolls with my left 
hand, landing on the melody with my 
right. It’s very natural for me but you 
will need to find whatever is comfort- 
able and works for you. At times, I 
do switch leads of my rolls. 

In measure ten we have an octave 
E in the melody and bass line, followed 
by thirds for the accompanying notes. 

I play these thirds on my right-side bass 
bridge. Remember to play your melody 
and bass dotted-half notes loud enough 
so that they carry through the eighth- 
note accompanying thirds. 

Once again, measure eleven starts out 
with an E-minor roll. I also start this three- 
note roll with my right hand. I play the 
entire roll on the right-side bass bridge so 
that my left hand can play the melody and 
my right hand play the bass line octaves on 
the second and third beats. 


Measure twelve begins with a B- 
major roll. On this roll I use my left-side 
bass bridge, starting on my bass B note 
with my left hand. If you don’t have this 
note just start the roll on your treble 
bridge, the B in your first marked 
course. Remember that the next three 
notes are accompanying notes and the 
last two eighth notes, B & F# are 
melody. 

In measure thirteen we return to our 
hand separation technique with a lovely 
ascending run in both the bass and the 
melody. Then, in measure fourteen, we 
descend with an A in the bass. I like to 
use my left-side bass bridge A for this 
run, but the right-side bass bridge A will 
work fine. 

Finally, in measure fifteen and six- 
teen, we return to octaves and thirds 
and end on the E with G in the bass, 
the final note being a bass E. 

After I work out a piece of music 
and can play it fairly smoothly, I like 
to check my timing with a metronome. 
Make friends with your metronome. It 
can be a valuable tool. When my timing 
is fine, it’s time to shut off the metro- 
nome, go back to the beginning and 
work on the dynamic line of the piece. 
This often takes me as long or longer 
to do and is so important! (It could be 
another teaching article in itself.) A few 
basic things to remember: play your 
accompanying notes softer than your 
melody. This will take practice. Think 
about each note and each phrase and 
how they work together. Your expres- 
sion is what will make the composition 
yours. I have experienced playing a 
piece of music almost note for note with 
another musician whose expression was 
so different from mine that it sounded 
like a whole different piece! 

It’s been my pleasure to teach you 
“Lagrima.” If you have any questions 
I would love to hear from you! As Jorge 
would say to me, “Enjoy!” 3 


Anna Duff 

PO Box 641 

St. David, AZ 85630 
anna@dulcianna.com 
www. dulcianna.com 
(520)720-4965 
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Laer 
Francisco Tarrega Hammered Dulcimer Adaptation 
1852-1909 Anna Duff & Dr. J. Pastrana 


Andante _, B7 E 


Anna Duff has played the hammered dulcimer since — released her first Spanish/Latin solo album, Dulcianna— 
1986. She was the “hammer” of Arm and Hammer with A Southwest Dulcimer. Anna teaches and performs at 
Stefan George, with whom she performed forover _—_festivals throughout the country and is the founder of 


thirteen years and recorded five albums. In 2001 she ——_—the Southwest Dulcimer Festival. 


STEP UP FROM THE ORDINARY 


Choice Appalachian Hardwoods 


Beautiful Design and 
Craftsmanship 


Clear Mellow Tone 


Shell Decoration 
Available 


Easy to Play 


Low Action 


Customize 


* 
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free brochure 
Catalog on web: www.AppalachianDulcimers.com 


Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 Phone: 703-941-1071 
e-mail: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


FORO I 


Maureen Sellers bs 
presents 


MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME ONE- $12.00 ye 


MY TEACHING BOOK > 
VOLUME TWO- $12.00 
CD For VOL. 1 $12.00 
(The books | teach from at the 
universities. ) 
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«New! Simply Duets! $15.00" * 
Simply Gospel One- $12.00 

Simply Gospel Two- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Three- $12.00 
Simply Remembered- $12.00 


Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 
Fretboard Companion- $5.00 Chord Chart- $2.00 


Send $2.50 each for shipping & handling plus $1.50 for each 
additional item. IN residents add 6% sales tax. 
Maureen Sellers, LLC 
4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 
E-Mail- MaureenSel@AOL.com 
For workshops/performances(812)945-9094 
www.maureensellers.com 
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Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


From a musician's hand 


Fine Instruments from 
Dulcimettes to Baritones 
since 1970 


CAPOS: 

Walnut or Cherry, $15 
Ebony or Rosewood w/ 
Pearl Snowflake, $20 
Gold or Black 


All Prices Postpaid 


Send SASE for brochure 


224 E. Maynard, Columbus, OH 43202 
614-263-7246 www.ronewingdulcimers.com 


A DULCIMER FOR ELSPETH 


A Children’s Story 


written by ESTHER KREEK 


Illustrated book with CD 
Narration by Esther 
Music played by Esther & Sam Rizzetta 


To order, send 
$22.95 + $3.00 shipping 
(KS residents add sales tax) 
ie) Inquiries : 
Esther Kreek serenesnd@aol.com 


10308 Metcalf PMB 109 or 
Overland Park, KS 66212 913-661-9590 


www.estherkreek.com 
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Dream Castle 
by Guy George 


A collection of newly arranged 
classics and originals on 
hammered dulcimer 

Such As: 


Pachelbel’s Canon in D 
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 
Fanny Poer 


ot ‘ 

oe a . 
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Dream Castle © 


Giy George - Hammered Dulcimer 


Featuring: Sharrie George 
Seth Austen 
and Steve Schneider 


Neal Walters! (From DPN musical reviews) says, “Guy George has a winner in his new CD, 


Dream Castle” 


CDs Available At: James Jones Instruments www.jamesjonesinstruments.com 
or call Guy George for CDs, workshop and performance schedule 440-639-0383 
hdggeorge@aol.com 


Fine Handcrafted Hammered Dulcimers 

(@) 6 models available from 12/11 ultralight 

to 15/14 fully chromatic floating soundboard 

Now available in Cherry wood and a new 
soundboard finish color. 


ys ole 


= Look for us at Carthage, Mo, Evart, Mi., Binghamton, NY. 


s 
3 E 
4 key 
Ue ys 6622 W. 35th St. S., Wichita, Ks.67215 
&p INST® 316-524-0997 mhuddleson@aol.com 


@& music folk 


IN DULCIMERS HAMMER DULCIMERS FOLK HARPS 


Blue Lion ** McSpadden * Folkcraft # Cripple Creek 
}) Dusty Strings ** Master Works * Black Mountain 
R. L. Tack #* Grassroots.%# H&H Enterprises 
Songbird * Triplett #3 Mi 


800-892-2970 
www.musicfolk.com 
musicfolk@musicfolk.com 


Discover 


your dulcimer’s 
hidden voice 


Bow your dulcimer with JimBows 
to create a beautiful bowed 
saltry sound. Use your current 
omineting patterns or find new 
ones as you explore your 
dulcimer’s exciting new voice. 


Instruction booklet 

and rosin included. 

Works on mountain 

dulcimers, too! 
For more details visit or call: 
www.gleecircus.com 


Lee. e-mail: jim.wells@gleecircus.com 
ticus phone: 650-573-8948 


© New from Tom Baehr 
“Ancient Echoes” 
Music for Dulcimers and Flutes 


Onginal instrumentals on standard, baritone and 


bass fretted dulcimers, ceramic flute and fife, 
plus music by Fernando Sor and J. S. Bach 
Includes “Crescent Rag,” “Kaleidoscope” 
CD $15 plus $2 shipping and handling 
© Also by Tom Baehr 
“An Inhabited Garden” 
Vignettes for Fretted Dulcimer 
Original tunes plus music from the British Isles 


Includes “Morgan Magan,” “Independence Rag” 


Cassette $10 plus $2 shipping and handling 
Hogfiddle Press 
P. O. Box 2721 
Wobum, MA 01888-1421 
baehr@world.std.com 


by Ralph Lee Smith 


Mountain Dulcimer Tales & Traditions 


Oscar Schmidt Mountain Dulcimers? You're Kidding! 


They ain’t no such animule! But wait a minute, there is! 

Oscar Schmidt and Company is the famous maker of 
autoharps, and the company also produced a number of 
kinds of odd musical instruments in the earlier years of the 
20th century. Their web page shows that the company cur- 
rently produces autoharps, and both acoustic and electric 
guitars. You never could have told me that the firm has ever 
produced mountain dulcimers. But there could be no doubt 
about it after I received a thick envelope, with a letter sever- 
al pages long and many photographs, that was sent to me a 
few years ago by Brian A. Knight, a luthier and clockmaker 
of Ringwood, Illinois. 

Brian’s letter said that he had in his shop a dulcimer 
owned by Cathy Roush. Cathy had actually mentioned it 
to me when we had met at the Cranberry Gathering. The 
words, “Oscar Schmidt International,” are clearly stamped 
on its tailpiece. Figures 1, 2, and 3 show the instrument, and 
Figure 4 shows the stamping on the tailpiece. We will call 
this dulcimer Oscar Schmidt No. 1. 

This is an attractive instrument of what might be called 
early modern style, vintage of 1960s—70s. It has no 6% fret, 
suggesting a lack of interface by the maker with today’s 
styles. The spacing of the four strings, shown in Figure 3, 
and their anchoring in pairs at the foot, are highly unusual. 
Brian stated that the action is high, another indication of 
an older approach. He provided the following particulars: 


@ Length: 34% inches. 

B@ Vibrating String Length: 27% inches. 
@ Width at upper bout: 7 inches. 

@ Width at lower bout: 5% inches. 


Cathy wanted to know if she should instruct Brian to: 
lower the action, replace or repair buzzing frets, replace the 
friction tuners with geared tuning machines, and insert 6/4 
and 13% frets into the fret board—in other words, to change 
it into a fully modern dulcimer. I advised against it. While 
the instrument cannot be considered a rarity, it is what it is, 
and what it is, is interesting! My own view is that, if one 
wants a fully modern dulcimer, its wiser to patronize the 
many excellent contemporary makers that advertise in DPN, 
rather than take what might be called an early modern 
dulcimer and update it. As time passes, “early modern” is 
drifting into antique. 

I put the photos and letter in my file, and waited. Sure 
enough—a few weeks ago, another Oscar Schmidt dulcimer 
came along. And, once again, I was in for a surprise. 

Joel Whittemore of Livingston, Texas sent me an 
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envelope of pictures of the instrument. Three are repro- 
duced here. We'll call this Oscar Schmidt No. 2. 

Figure 5 shows the full instrument and Figure 6 shows 
the head. In its shape and design, it doesn’t resemble Cathy 
Roush’s dulcimer at all! The instrument is set up in standard, 
modern four-string fashion, with a 6% fret and a paired 
melody string. Instead of having the Oscar Schmidt name 
branded into the tailpiece, it appears on the label that is 
visible through the lower right soundhole in Figure 7. 

“Several years ago,” Joel wrote, “in Terre Haute, Indiana, 
while perusing an antique mall, I came upon a ‘Hippy 
Banjo.’ It was really a mountain dulcimer with an Oscar 
Schmidt label in it. The label says, 


1879-1979 

Oscar 

Schmidt 

Model: D4 

Serial No: “D4 was in rubber stamp and no serial number 
was given.” 


Joel provided the following dimensions: 


B@ Length of fret board: 36% inches. 

@ Length of sound box: 28% inches 

B@ Vibrating String Length: 26% inches 
@ Width at upper bout: 5% inches 

@ Width at lower bout: 6% inches 


Joel makes an educated guess that this model was intend- 
ed as a relatively inexpensive instrument for use in classes 
and learning groups. In fact, it might serve such a purpose 
very well. But neither Brian, Joel, nor I have any real knowl- 
edge of what the plot of the tale of the two types of Oscar 
Schmidt dulcimers may be. When this article is published, 

I will send a copy to the Oscar Schmidt Company and ask 
them for information. I will carry their reply in this column. 
Meanwhile, if you have an Oscar Schmidt dulcimer or know 
where one is, please let me know! Maybe there are still other 
models! €3 


Note: Email address. I receive a number of queries from 
very courteous people who gently inquire to DPN about my 
email address. I am happy to provide it, and welcome 
correspondence. My address is rls2@erols.com. 
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Fig.1: Cathy Roush’s Oscar Schmidt dulcimer. 


Fig. 4: Tailpiece of Cathy's dulcimer, showing 
Oscar Schmidt name. 


Fig. 5: Joel Whittemore’s Oscar Schmidt dulcimer 


Fig. 2: Tailpiece of Cathy's dulcimer, showing string arrangement. Fig. 6: Head of Joel's dulcimer. 
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A Fig. 7: Lower right soundhole of Joel’s dulcimer, showing 
Fig. 3: Head of Cathy's dulcimer. Oscar Schmidt label. 


Technical Dulcimer 


Sam Rizzetta 


Choosing Strings for Fretted Dulcimer 


n the 1999 and 2000 DPN issues most of the Technical 
Column topics dealt with strings. Since we are concerned 
with stringed instruments, it comes as no big surprise that 
the subject of strings is an inexhaustible topic and an 
unending source of questions. I was reminded of this recently 
when I was asked to solve some problems players were having 
with their fretted dulcimers. Each of the dulcimers was built by a 
different maker, each player assumed something was wrong with 
the dulcimer, and in each case a change of strings solved the 
problem. In some instances the problem was introduced 
by a recent change of strings. In others a change in tuning intro- 
duced problems that could be solved by a change of strings. 
Some of the past columns on strings dealt with the 
theoretical information needed to understand and solve such 
problems. However, I gave only limited practical examples. I sus- 
pect that many players can use suggestions for exactly what 
strings to put on their fretted dulcimers. So, I will give some spe- 
cific guidelines for choosing strings and string gauges. 


Polke Soro. 
[Tes@umen 


Ad 


The first authority on your dulcimer, and appropriate 
strings for it, is the builder who made it. This is especially 
true if the builder is also an experienced player or a longtime 
manufacturer. However, a lot of players lose contact with the 
builder, or assume they are on their own when it comes to 
strings. Over the years strings break and are replaced with 


Supplies for Dulcimer Makers 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument te supplies. All wood is carefully dried and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides, and fingerboards are 
sanded to exact tolerances and matched. You’ll also find quality accessories and strings, and quick delivery. 

Listed below is a sample of items available. Call, write or visit our web site http://www.folkcraft.com for our complete supply list for 
Dulcimer, Hammer Dulcimer and Bowed Psaltery! We accept Checks, Visa, MasterCard, Discover & American Express. 


DULCIMER BACKS == 7"x 32x 1/8* for 1 pe 
8x 32'x LB" for 2pc (two 4" purchase) 
1-5 6-11 128UP 

501 Chemty Ipc. 10.10 9.60 860 
502 Cherry 2pc. 155 1095 (9.85 
503 Walnut 1pt.nwnnne 9.65 9.15 825 
504 Walnut 2p¢......... 10.95 1040 9.35 
SOUNDBOARDS 8x 32" x 1/8" for 2pc (two 4" pes) 
Sitka Spruce and Western Red Cedar are vertical grain 
$51 Spruce 2pC..uencnen 14.80 1410 12.70 
554 WR. Cedar 2pc....... 14.80 14.10 12.70 
555 Butternut 2pC....0u 1170 1110 10.00 


DULCIMER HARDWARE 


MACHINE HEADS - Individuals with screws. Small pearloid 
button. Can be used for either vertical or horizontal mounting. 


MACHINE HEADS - enclosed, sealed, 12:1 gear ratio. Small 
chrome button (set of 4). Ideal for flat pegheads. 

3010 (1 set) 26.00 (2-5) 23.00ea. (6 & UP) 20.00 ea. 
GROVER “PERMA-TENSION” - Specify: Pearloid or 
Rosewood buttons (set of 4). 

3030 (1 set) 40.00 (2-5) 30.00 ea, 
STEWART MACDONALD PLANETARY 
DULCIMER PEGS. Pearloid buttons (set of 4). 
3065 (1 set) 65.00 (2 & UP) 59,95 ea. 


(6 & UP) 22.00 ea. 


DULCIMER SIDE SETS 2°x 32°x 1/10" (2 pes) 

601 Cherry. 415 3.95 (3.55 

602 Walnut. 395 375 = 3.40 
DULCIMER PEG HEAD BLANKS Specify: 1 pe or 2pc 
1%" x3*x8" tor lpe Or Two V4" pes = 1 ¥e'x 3" 8 
OULCIMER TAIL BLOCK BLANKS = 2"x1 4x3" 


FRET WIRE 18% Nickel-silver, Pre~ pi 2 lengths. 
4090 per foot...... 

5000 1/4 Ib (about 18 ft)... 

5010 1 Ib. ... 


FINGERBOARD BLANKS = 3/4*x 32*x 1 4" 6030 FRET SAW (022 er. 


NUT, BRIDGE & FRET SLOTS cut in fingerboards 
(18 fret slots including the 6 ¥4. Fret scale is 27°.) 
Add $2.50 per fingerboard. 
700 DELRIN PLASTIC NUT & BRIDGE STOCK 
White, 1/8* thick x 7/16" high x 12" long. $2.25 per foot 
699 MOLDED DELRIN NUTS & BRIDGES 
1/8" thick x 3/8 highx 1 44° (to fit our pre-slotted fingerboards) 
Bone color, Strings slots are pre-cut 
(1a) 0.60 (12-49) 0.55 ea. (50& up) 0.50 ea 


P.O. Box 807, 
Winsted, CT 06098 
Toll Free 800-433-3655 


DULCIMER STRING ANCHOR PINS 
(copper plated) (Use with Ball or Loop end strings) 
4085 Setof4.. .40 4086 Pkg of 50... 2.50 


STRINGS-BULK PACKED (Combine sizes for best discount.) 
PLAIN SIZES WOUND SIZES 
1.25 ea. 
1.15 ea. 
95 ea. 
LOOP ENDS 


1 - 12 strings... 
13 - 48 strings 
49 & UP......... 30 ea. 
Specify: BALL ENDS or 


3024 setof4...7.75 3025 5-49... 1.65ea 3026 50- 144...1.500a. 


Plain sizes .009 - 016 Wound sizes (even #'s only) .020 - .032 


Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. 
Please call or check our web site for current information. 


ACCESSORIES 

DULCIMER PICKS 

5071 Herdim® “3 in 1" picks 

(1-2) 1.00 ea. (3-5) .65¢ea. (6-11) .60 ea. (12 & up) .50 ea 

5 other Herdim Styles available. . 

Large triangle. Specify thin or medium weight 

5070 Pkg Of 5 w- 1,90 5080 Pag Of 144.... 29.00 
5075 Pkg Of 72eccseoue 18.00 


HAMMER DULCIMER & 
PSALTERY SUPPLIES 
TUNING WRENCHES 


lea 2-11 
4.75 4.00 


12&UP 
10060 L-shaped 
10070 T-starhead 13.50 12.00 
10065 Clock key (brass) 4.00 3.00 
10071 Gooseneck 17.50 16.50 


ZITHER TUNING PINS 
Nickel plated 
(3/16°D X 1 9/16°L) 


DULCIMER CASES & BAGS 

CHIPBOARD - lozenge shape (fits most hourglass and teardrop styles) 
Regular - 38°L X 4"D X 8* tapering to 5°W. Black with flock lining. 

5017 (1) 34.95 (2) 29.90 ea. (3-5) 26.00ea. (6 & Up) 19.20 ea. 
Deluxe - 38°L X 4"D X 8 1/2" tapering to 5°W. With plush lining 

C182 (1) 49.95 (2) 42.50ea. (3-5) 37.50ea. (6 & Up) 27.50 ea. 
3 or more chipboard cases - Please add $10.00 in additional shipping 11020 Pkg. of 500. 

11030 Pkg, of 1000.... 215.00 


HITCH PINS - Nickel plated 
(1/8"D X1 1/4") 


DOUBLE DULCIMER BAG - Water-resistant green Cordura 

fabric. Has large accessory pocket; Two fully padded 

10” X 40" X 4” compartments fully zippered on each 

side; handles and backpack straps for easy hands free movement. 

5026 (1) $135.00 (2) $115.00 (3 & up) $85.00 

CARRYING BAG - Fits up to 40°LX9°WX 3 %4"D, 600 Denier fabric. 
Padded, lined. Has handle, shoulder/backpack strap, book/accessory pocket. 


13083. Pig of 1000... 100.00 
5027 (1) 50.00 (2) 42.00 ea. (3 & up) 37.50 ea. 


SHIPPING 
Please include your complete street and Postal address (if different) with order... 
Charges are as follows: Orders up to $15.00 add $6.00 for shipping 
from $15.01 to $30.00 add $8.50 for shipping 
from $30.01 to $50.00 add $9.50 for shipping 
from $50.01 to $80.00 add $10.50 for shipping 
$80.01 Please Call for Shipping Amount 
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whatever strings are readily obtainable. Players may change 
to different tunings and the original string gauges may not be 
optimal or even workable. If you don’t have other dulcimer 
players or stores that sell dulcimers nearby, it may be diffi- 
cult to get sound advice. And prepackaged sets of “dulcimer 
strings” may not be the convenience they seem to be. Such 
sets will suit only a certain type of dulcimer and specific pitch 
ranges and tunings. If this happens to fit your dulcimer and 
the tunings you use, you’re in luck. If not, your dulcimer may 
not play and sound its best, and dulcimer playing may be less 
rewarding than it could be. 

For better or worse, dulcimers, and the tunings used with 
them, are less standardized than other instruments. Almost 
all guitars have similar vibrating string lengths. This is the 
distance from the nut to the saddle, which I will call “scale 
length.” Standard scale length for full-size guitars is about 
25% inches, varying mostly from 24% inches to 25% inches. 
Dulcimers are more diverse, ranging from 25 inches to 30 
inches in scale length, with some specialty models smaller, 
shorter, and pitched higher. But the majority of traditional, 
full-size dulcimers have a scale length of 26 inches to 28 
inches with some designs being a bit shorter, around 25 inch- 
es, to ease the left hand reach for fretting (or to simplify 
building by copying fret positions from guitars). Traditional 
dulcimer tunings and string gauges evolved for the 25 inch to 
28 inch scale length range, so that is what we will consider. 


Gustom Hammer Makers, 


THE SPINET 
A lightweight, full-size, 16/15 hammer 
dulcimer! The perfect choice for the 
beginning player or the seasoned veteran! 
Tue Spinet is complete with a soft-shell 
case and a sit-down stand for $600! 


THE CHROMATIC SPINET 
All the features of THe Spiner but with a 
fully chromatic 3-octave range! Prices start 
at just $900%! 


THe GRAND 

A 15/15 hammer dulcimer, designed for 
low sustain and powerful dynamic sound! 
Tue Granp features a floating sound-board 
and unique bridging system. The choice of 
Bill Spence, Cathy Barton, Dana Hamilton, 

Linda Thomas, Kendra Ward and other 
professionals! A chromatic version of THe 
Gran is also available. 


Call or write for free information: 
David Lindsey 
654 Acorn Lane * Bennington, OK 74723 
(580) 847-2822 


HAMMIE:RIED DULCIMIER 


& AUTOHARP 
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String choice confusion is compounded by the many dif- 
ferent tunings used with dulcimers and the fact that we may 
tune higher or lower to play in different keys. One of the 
older and most common tunings for 3-string dulcimer is “sol 
sol do,” generally the notes A A D (high to low). This would 
be D ionian mode (D major), with “do” of the D major scale 
starting at the 3” fret on the first, or melody string. 

The strings I usually use for this are: 


A = 0.014” diameter (plain steel) 

A = 0.014" diameter (plain steel) 

D = 0.020" wound to 0.022” wound (r 0.020" plain 
phosphor bronze) 


Strings are plain steel music wire unless a wound string 
is indicated, and gauges are diameter in inches. 

I have a dulcimer I tune much higher to play mostly in G 
ionian, D D G, while occasionally tuning down to A A D. It 
is strung much lighter: 


D=0.011" 
D=0.011" 
G = 0.016" 


Some 4-string dulcimers use a double melody string for 
the A A D tuning, making it A A A D. In that case, you will 


Continued on next page 


Bob and Betty Kiogima 


1079 Tinker Lane 
Proctorville, OH 45669 


740/886-2284 


Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 7%" or 8%” long with 


Rosewood trim handles. 


We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. * BKiog@aol.com 


‘92 Winfield Champion « "99 Mountain Laurel Champion 
Autoharp & Hammered Dulcimer 
Twenty Mostly Solo Tunes 


“A treasure trove...each one a gem.” 
- Neal Walters, Reviewer, Dulcimer Players News 


$17 postage paid to: 
Carey Dubbert 
18000 Coleman Valley Road 
Occidental, CA 95465 


Play list at www.monitor.net/~dca/carey 
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be noting, or fretting, the first two strings together. Some 

4 string dulcimers are strung with 0.014” wire for all the 

A strings. A lighter gauge for the two melody strings will 
make them easier to press down and keep the melody from 
drowning out the lower drone strings. For playing primarily 
with double melody strings try stringing like this: 


A =0.013" 
A =0.013" 
A =0.014" 


D = 0.020" wound to 0.022” wound 


If you like to change tunings to play in different modes, 
or different keys for singing, remember that it is always safe 
for the dulcimer to tune strings lower. The only real limit in 
this regard is that strings tuned very low and slack may buzz 
on the frets. And tone will be softer and less bright. It may 
or may not be safe to tune higher depending on the scale 
length. If the dulcimer is strong, and the scale length not too 
long, you can probably go up a half-step or whole step for 
short periods. Dulcimers are generally rather strong relative 
to the tensions imposed on them. But it is possible to exceed 
the tension limits of what works well for playing and the 
limits of what is safe for the instrument. More on this later. 

The above tunings are common for playing in the tradition- 
al style of strumming while fretting with a noter stick. I have 
always liked the southwest Virginia tuning which builder and 


Bay hum 


, Dulcimers 


A 


a] “L etime | 


Visit our website for a 
Dealer near you... 
www.rthum.com 


636-376-THUM 
(8 48 6) 


player Roscoe Russell showed me. It also is played strumming 
and noter style with double melody strings, but all four strings 
are strung and tuned the same, in unison. If all strings are A 
(0.014"), you can play in D major or A mixolydian without 
retuning. If all strings are tuned to a high D (0.010" or 0.011"), 
you can play in G major and D mixolydian. Since many major- 
key tunes can be played or arranged in mixolydian, it is easy to 
play certain oldtime tunes that change key, like Flop Eared 
Mule. The bright tone of the high drones and double melody 
strings sounds great with a stringband for square dances. 
Heavy, strongly constructed dulcimers, and ones that have 
shorter scale lengths, can be made louder for strumming by 
stringing with slightly larger diameter strings. But I would not 
deviate from the above suggested diameters by more than 
0.001” or 0.002”, and only very cautiously. It is better to have 

a quiet dulcimer than a warped or broken dulcimer. 

Dulcimer builder and player Howie Mitchell popularized 
playing on four equidistant strings, fretting all strings with the 
fingers while plucking instead of strumming. By adding an 
extra fret (the 6% fret) and using a do! do' sol do (usually D' 

D' A D) tuning (high to low) it is possible to play many chords 
and play full major scales in several keys. This is still my 
favorite and most-used tuning. Try these gauges: 


OuleimerCrogr.com 


Handcrafted Mountain Dulcimers, 
Banjos, Mandolins, Guitars 
and Violins. 

Jackson J. Larwa Luthier 
Making Stringed Instruments since 1991 
(270) 522-3929 
jacklarwa@dulcimercraft.com 
www.DulcimerCraft.com 


The Clip 
Sticko 


Fits inside your Mountain Dulcimer 
case. Perfect for workshops & festivals. 
Holds 2 single sheets of music. 
No more heavy, awkward, metal stands. 
Cost: $10.00 which includes shipping! 
The Clip Stick©_ 2200 Kavanaugh Blvd. 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
(501) 661-1129 
jimmunns@phbcarkansas.com 


D'= 0.010" 
D'=0.010" 
A =0.014" 


D =0.020" wound to 0.022” wound 


With my finger style of playing some of my dulcimers 
sound a little better with D' = 0.011” and some with 
D' = 0.012”. 


You can easily extrapolate string gauges for other tunings 
by applying some common sense to these guidelines. For 
instance, some players are using the tuning D’ A A D: 


D'= 0.010" 
A =0.014" 
A =0.014" 


D =0.020” wound to 0.022” wound 


There are no absolute rules for picking string gauges for 
the different pitches to which the strings are tuned. It may 
seem that gauges are lighter for high-pitched strings and 
heavier for low-pitched strings to make each string have 
the same tension. But this is not entirely the case. Our goal 
is to control the volume of each string so that each note 
has the same loudness, or a balance that pleases us. For 
strumming and noter-style playing it may be desirable for 
the melody to be louder than the drones. For fingerstyle 
playing I like strings to be equal in volume. Some similarity 
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in tension will make the strings feel more uniform for fret- 
ting. But a balanced sound for the music comes first. If a 
string seems too loud, replace it with a smaller (lighter) 
gauge; if too soft, replace with a larger (heavier) gauge. If 
a string seems too hard to fret, try a smaller gauge. If you 
prefer to always tune lower than I’ve indicated, and strings 
seem slack and weak sounding, try larger gauges. 

Here is another example. I used to build some very 
short, 19-inch scale length dulcimers that were made to 
tune high and to be small for traveling and camping. I call 
them “canoe paddle dulcimers” because the bodies are 
shaped somewhat like the blade of a canoe paddle. They 
are strung with relatively large diameter strings to play 
outdoors and to be loud for their size. After experimenting 
to obtain the best balance, I came up with gauges: 


do'= 0.012" 
do'= 0.012” 
sol = 0.016" 


do = 0.025" wound 


Perfect balance may not be possible, but we can find 
acceptable compromises. The gauges I’ve suggested are ones 
that work for me on my dulcimers and tunings. They may 
work very well for you, or slight changes may better suit your 
dulcimer, playing style, and tuning preferences. 3 

to be continued 


"Cardboard" 
Dulcimers and Kits 


Since 1980, Backyard Music has sold 
over 20,000 of these sturdy, 


SSS 


A REPERTOIRE BOOK 


inexpensive full-sized lap dulcimers- 
just right for schools, beginners, and 
camping trips. 


Three strings, solid wood fretboard, 
geared tuners, painted corrugated 
soundbox. Playing manual, extra 
strings, pick, noter, and 4 mil poly bag 
included. Hearing is believing, so we 
offer a 30-day money-back guarantee. 


one 12+ 
Prefretted Simplicity Kit $48 $32 
Simplicity Dulcimer $62 $48 


For shipping, add $5.00 plus $1.50 per 
dulcimer. Fourth string and extra fret 
available at extra cost. Call for details. 


Backyard Music PO Box 9047 
New Haven, CT 06532-0047 or call 
203-281-4515, 7 AM to 10 PM. 


"Remarkably good sound" 
Mother Earth News 


Hammered or Mou 
Dulcimer 


handcrafted 
by 


Dulcimery § 


available at: 


Carrboro Square Music 
PO Box 627 
Carrboro, NC 27510 


(919) 929-2162 
music@carrborosquare.com 


visit our web site: 
www.carrborosquare.com 


for the Fretted Dulcimer 
20th ANNIVERSARY 
Innovative, Winsome Arrangements 
Classical—Traditional e Popular-Seasonal 
ANNA BARRY 
PO Box 128 
SUGAR GROVE, NC 28679 
DPN Readers’ Special: $15.00 Postpaid 


Folk Notes Banj-Mo 
by Dennis DenHartog. 
An old-time banjo sound 
& plays like a mountain 
dulcimer. Call or write: 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
2329 Curdes Avenue 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


260-484-9078 


www.folknotes.com 
DennisD@folknotes.com 


Debbie 


Porter 


CD's featuring Debbie's incomparble 
vocals and dulcimer. 


Sentimental Journey 
A wonderful collection of 
standards supported by 
dulcimer champions 
i David Schnaufer, Lee 
B Rowe, and Lloyd Wright 
and a range of other instruments 


Also Available: 


Grace is Amazing 
Traditional hymns and spiritual songs 
backed by a range of great musicians. 


a dulcimer for you, Darlin’ 
A collection of old and new love 
songs. 


fretted dulcimer and vocals 
Tab is available for this recording. 


Teaching Videos 


90 minute videos featuring “bird's eye 
view” camera angle and tab book. 


Debbie Porter teaches 
Fretted Dulcimer 
(DAD Tuning) 90 min. 


For absolute beginners to novice level, 
11 songs with a jam session at the end 
to give you a chance to use your new 


skills. 


Building Your Repetoire on 
Fretted Dulcimer 
(DAD Tuning) 90 min. 


For Novice to Intermediate level, 20 
tunes and features a jam session with a 
real dulcimer club to help you play 
tunes up to speed. 


(D's- $15, Tapes- $10, Video with Tab $20. 
Include $3.20 for S/H. All orders shipped Priority Mail. 
Texas residents include 8.25% sales tax. 


Lyric’s Mama Music 
Rt. 6, Box 898, 
Pittsburg, TX 75686 
Phone/Fax: (903) 856-2714 
Easy Ordering with toll free number and Visa/MC 
(877) 856-2714 
e-mail orders: lyricsmama@aol.com 


Want to make a Mountain Dulcimer? 


Check out Keith Young's two volume, three hour video "How 
to Make a Mountain Dulcimer". A book contains plans, 
procedures, lists of materials, tools and supplies, fret 
calculations, "secrets" and more. $59 plus $5 priority mail. 
More information at www.AppalachianDulcimers.com. 
Keith Young, 3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 
phone: 703-941-1071, email: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


A complete line of 
Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 
handcrafted by Rick Fogel 


DULCIMER CO. 


Catalog Available + 1916 Pike Place, Box 906, Seattle, WA 98101 + (206)910-8259 


Sweet Sounds Duleimez House 


Hammer Dulcimers, Mountain Dulcimers, 

Pick-N-Sticks, Walkabout Dulcimers, 

Bodhrans, & Crystal Flutes 

Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's,Jewelry, 
Barry & Linda Evans Accessories, MD soft cases, single & double, 
11129 Hwy 90 West of our own design, and much more. 
Beaumont, Tx 77713 


phone 1-877-860-0848 
or 1-409-866-0848 


www.dulcimerhouse.com 
SSDulcHse@aol.com 
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Introducing a New CD suze teu 


Dulcimer and Banjo-mer Instrumentals 
Speak a Little Louder, Please! 
A collection of traditional, contemporary, original, and gospel music by 


w CarolLynn « Gene Langley YY 


OULE 


CD's are $15 each plus $1.50S&H 
282 Blue Factory Rd., Averill Park, NY 12018 
518-283-4769 - clglangley@juno.com 


e ° : "_..hauntingly beautiful.” 
S ia | | P @) ] nN t -_ Donald Nitchie/Banjo 
i Newsletter editor 


"... L really have been enjoying 
listening to it! ...exuberant and 
uplifting” 

Jerry Rockwell 


an exciting instrumental album | ‘Minty brings a uniqueserise'ol 


by Ka ren M u el | er § a" J contemporary whimsy to solid, 


traditional old time music. The 
i: blending of her banjo and 
dulcimer style creates a fun, 
= upbeat feeling that carries 
through the entire project." 
Jeff Sebens 
“A truly remarkable musician....she plays "Jove and appreciation for 
with both passion and precision.”-DPN old time music is evident in 
every track, and the music is 
performed with energy, skillfulness and attention to the harmonies and 


Featuring mountain dul€imer, bass dulcimer shrpmirts: hint dunice old than ranslesadha pleasure" 
and autoharp with fiddle, bagpipes, flute and more Janita Baker 


Celtic, old-time and contemporary tunes including Dulcimer Fandango/Mary Z. Cox 


“Linus & Lucy” and “Music for a Found Harmonium” 
. Mountain dulcimer with banjo, fiddle, 
Send $15/CD, $10/CS + $2 S&H to: . +o 
itar, banjolin ; 
Karen Mueller, P.O. Box 80565 guitar, ha Jo & bass 


Minneapolis, MN 55408 $15.00 + 3.75 Priority Mail postage to: 
Mary Z. Cox 
2873 Green Forest Lane 


www.karenmueller.com ; 
Tallahassee, FL 32312 or www.nettally.com/infocon 


Austin's Mountain 


CDs and Books by 


Peggy Carter F Dulcimers & More! 


located 20mi Southeast of Toledo 
“Look Back With Love,”~ Old-time, Celtic and 
classical music from bygone days with a CD-ROM ‘Yo ; 
multimedia presentation with Peggy and Friends, Featuring Folkcraft, Folkroots, McSpadden, Legend 


‘Take Me Home" ~ Fiddle tunes, Gospel and Celtic tunes inspired » Hammered Dulcimer,Music, CD's, Stands, & Accessories 
by childhood memories of family gatherings x ‘ Classes Available...Open Jams Monday Evenings 


CDs $17.95 / Tapes $12.50 All Pric 
: 118 East Front St, Pemberville, OH 


Books by Peggy Oe a (419) 287-0011 Email: austinpv@wenet.org 

© Dynamic Dulcimer Playbook ~ Bsr per y as a 

© Dulcimer Christmas ~ Viet UES a 
These two books offer Easy J Black Swamp Old Time Music Festival 
arrangments for mountain and y 

hammer dulcimersm$18.95 ~~ > July 5 & 6th 2008 


© Hammer Jammer Play. ~. Py £ Grand Rgpids, OF 
Collecti i : 
ee : or info on workshops & Concerts & Workshops featuring, Maureen Sellers, 


tunes...$22.95 p S ” Regey an = Kendra Ward & Bob Pence, Sweetwater, Dan Gallert, Debbie 


° Dulcimer School Companion = ALY 24 exham Dr. Posey, Whitt Mead & Band, Ann & Phil Case... 
Simple folk tunes with MD. fh a: 


solfege, and notes for keyboard 4 9 Sar es I 5 ‘ ; 


t 


or bells...$5.95, (5 for $24.95 
10 for $47.95 ine, S&H ) 


Folk Instruments 


Walkin’ Around Lucky 
Robert & Janita Baker 


Mountain Dulcimers 


Hammered Dulcimers 


Lap Harps with 


Bowed Psalteries Madeline MacNeil 
pect pepe Karen Mueller, 
Dulcimer Stands ; 
Howie Bursen, 
Cases and more 
Kelly Powers and 


Call for a dealer nearest you. Jean Sutton 


828-456-7502 


Traditional, country, blues and original songs 
featuring guitar and dulcimer with banjo, autoharp, 
accordian, fiddle and vocals 


available from: 
Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Ln. 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 
CD $16.50, includes shipping 
CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 


Nanci or 
poate 


Dealer inquiries welcome. 


TK O’Brien’s Inc. 
PO Box 614 Lake Junaluska, NC 28745 
www.tkobriens.com  tkobriens@hotmail.com 


Southwind 
Dulcimer Shop 


MAKERS OF 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK HARPS 


with a solid reputation 
built on quality and service 
Online Store 
Books and CDs for Mountain and 
Hammered Dulcimer, Folk Harp, 
Banjo, Fiddle, Guitar, Tinwhistle, 
Mandolin, Recorder 


R. R. 3, Box 86A 
Owensville, Indiana 47665 


¢ Ten models of dulcimers, 
from two to four octaves 
¢ Five chromatic models, 

including the Piano Dulcimer 
* Seven models of lever harps 
* Stands, dampers, cases, 

: hammers, books, 
and videos 


: Contact us for 


Our Online Store Offers Secure = = 
= free color brochure 


Ordering of Books, CDs, and More 
Web Site: www.southwinddulcimer.com 
Email: info@southwinddulcimer.com 


e 


206) 


634-1656 Dusty Strings Co. 
Fax (206) 634-0234 3450 16th Ave. W. 
www.dustystrings.com Seattle, WA 98119 
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De-Mystify Your Dulcimer’ 


by Jody Marshall 


Do any of the following apply to you? 


@ I’m building up a repertoire on the hammered dulcimer, 
but I still don’t feel like I really know my way around on the 
instrument. 


@ When I’m learning a tune, I play up and down on one 
side as much as possible, and usually avoid crossing to the 
other side until I absolutely have to. 


@ The left side of the treble bridge is one big mystery. For 
that matter, so is the bass bridge! 


@ | get totally messed up when I start a tune or phrase 
on a different hand from the one I’m used to. 


B | can learn a tune a certain way, only to have someone 
show me a more efficient hammering pattern later. 


B® Where are the stupid chords?! 


B I love the hammered dulcimer but secretly believe that 
it’s a mysterious creature that doesn’t make much sense! 

If you found yourself nodding in agreement, don’t worry. 
It can take a while to really get to know your instrument and 
to feel comfortable moving around on it. But you can stretch 
the boundaries of your comfort level and go a long way 
toward solving the mystery of the multi-stringed trapezoid 
by learning to recognize its inherent patterns. Here are some 
drills designed to help you do just that, starting with a review 
of several scale patterns. 


Back To Basics 

Paying attention to the bridge markers while playing 
scales can help you learn to move more easily from one side 
of the treble bridge to the other (and from the treble bridge 
to the bass bridge, and back again). For the purposes of this 
exercise, we'll be using a G scale, starting on the G on the 
right side of the treble bridge and ending up on the high G 
on the left side. But all three of the following patterns will 
work strting on any markedcourse on the right side of the 
treble bridge, as well as on the bass bridge. A “marked 
course” refers to those pieces of inlaid wood or plastic on 
the bridge that are white on most dulcimers. Unmarked 
courses are usually black. On some dulcimers, though, the 
pattern is reversed. In any case, you should have fewer 
marked than unmarked courses. If all of your markers are 
the same color, you might want to differentiate them some- 
how (a little dab of correction fluid on the appropriate 
courses works well). 


You may already know the most basic major-scale pattern. 

I call it the 4/4 pattern, since it uses four notes on one side 
and four on the other. To play it, start on the aforementioned G 
on your /eft hand and play the first four notes up the instrument 
(G, A, B, C) in an alternating-hands pattern (left-right-left, etc). 
You'll end up on the next marked course (the C). Then cross to 
the left side of the bridge with your left hand and strike the D 
directly across from your original G. Notice that this D is also 
a marked course. Again in an alternating pattern, play up to the 
high G to finish the scale. 


Now start on your right hand. This time you'll be using 

a 5/3 pattern (be sure to alternate your hammers). The first 
five notes will be on the right side, and the remaining three will 
be on the left, again ending on the high G. (Notice that note 
five—a D—is above a marked course, as is the 
E that you cross to on the left side.) 


Continued on next page 
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The final scale pattern we'll consider is 6/2. Start on your 

left hand on the G, and (alternating, of course) play the 
first six notes on the right side of the bridge. You'll end up on a 
note that’s below a marked course (an E), and you will likewise 
cross to a note that’s below a marked course (F#) before finish- 
ing up your scale). 

It’s useful to practice coming down the scales as well as 
going up. Notice that, if you don't repeat the top note of the 
scale (in our example, the high G), you can go back down 
the scale simply by playing the 5/3 pattern "backwards." But 
repeating the top note forces you into one of the other pat- 
terns on the way down, provided you alternate your hammers 
on every note. Try it both ways—it’s good practice. 

So why is it possible to play three different patterns for 
the same scale? Because certain notes on the dulcimer are 
found in more than one place, in the same octave. When 
you're talking about major scales (assuming that a marked 
course on the right side of the treble or on the bass bridge 
is your starting point), notes five and six of the scale are the 
ones that “repeat.” For example, in a G scale, notes D and E 
are on both the right and left sides of the treble bridge. 


The Nuts And Bolts Of Chords 

Playing different chord patterns is another way to get more 
comfortable moving from one side of the treble bridge to the 
other, as well as from the bass bridge to the right side of the 
treble. Once you learn these patterns, you can pick a different 
chord to focus on every time you sit down to practice. For 
example, on one day you could focus on finding G chords all 
over your instrument. The next day you could focus on D 
chords. Before you know it, you’ll wonder why you ever thought 
chords were so scary! 

But first, here’s a very brief explanation to make sure we’re 
all on the same page: A basic chord is made up of the first, 
third, and fifth notes of a scale—so, for example, the notes 
in a G major chord are G, B, and D. Chords come in many 
different flavors, with major and minor chords being among the 
most common. (Un-technically speaking, major chords sound 
happy and minor chords sound more melancholy.) 

Note that you can play all three of the notes of a G major 
chord on the right side of the treble bridge, starting on the 
marked-course G and going up every other note. But it’s 
often more efficient to move sideways rather than straight 
up and down on the dulcimer. So try the following: 


1 Play the G with your /eft hand and the B with your right, 
then move straight across the bridge from the G with 
your left hand to play the D. Play the three notes again, 
observing the shape your hands create (a triangle). This 
left-right-left chord triangle is the one most players seem 

to learn first. 


2 Less well-known is the right-left-right triangle. Start on 
the G on your right hand, then move across the bridge 
with your left hand to the B (two notes below the D that’s 
straight across from the original G). Finally, play the D with 
your right hand. 


3 Now go to the A above the G on the right treble and 
play the same two triangle patterns as in | and 2 above. 
Don’t be alarmed by the fact that they sound different from 
one another—they should! That’s because the “left-handed 
chord” (the pattern of which is described in step 1) gives you 
an A Minor chord (A, C, E) and the “right-handed chord” 
(described in step 2) gives you an A Major chord (A, C#, E). 


Finally, move up one more note to the B (notice that it’s 
below a marked course) and again play the two patterns 
described in 1 and 2. Notice that both are minor. 


So in summary, here’s the deal as it applies to the 
triangle-shaped chords we’ve been working on: 


A When you start on your /eft hand on a marked course, you 
get a major chord. 

A When you start on your right hand on a marked course, 
you also get a major chord. 

A When you start on your /eft hand on a note above a 
marked course, you get a minor chord. 

A But, when you start on your right hand on a note above 
a marked course, you get a major chord. 

A When you start on your /eft hand on a note below 
a marked course, you get a minor chord. 


A When you start on your right hand on a note below 
a marked course, you also get a minor chord. 


These same patterns also work going from the bass bridge 
to the right side of the treble. 
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OK, now it’s time to put your new bridge-crossing skills 
to the test with a tune. 


Davy Davy Knick Knack 

Over time, many players find that they automatically favor 
one hand over the other when starting a tune and for playing 
the strong beats. This certainly makes sense. But if you find that 
you're able to play a tune in only one pattern and that you get 
utterly flummoxed when your hands get “mixed up,” you might 
want to try practicing tunes starting on the other hand just to 
get used to moving around the instrument in a different way. 
Sometimes the resulting pattern change is minimal, but some- 
times—especially when crossing the bridge—a whole new 
“view” of the tune can come to light. 
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That’s certainly the case with “Davy Davy Knick Knack.” 
This fun little ditty has repetitive phrases that allow you to 
practice leading with a different hand when the phrase comes 
around again—that is, assuming you alternate your hands on 
every single note (no exceptions!). Can you get all the way 
through “Davy”—two A Parts and two B Parts—without ever 
hitting two notes in a row with the same hand? You may find 
that this isn’t too challenging in the A Part. But the B Part gets 
a little more interesting if you cross the bridge for the high G 
instead of going straight up for it on the right side of the treble 
bridge. (On many dulcimers, you have to get the G on the left 
side anyway, since there’s a high G#, rather than a G, at the 
top of the right side.) Good luck! 


Davy Davy Knick Knack 


Jody Marshall teaches private and group lessons on 
hammered dulcimer near Washington, D.C. and has been 
an instructor at festivals such as the Augusta Heritage 
Arts Workshops, the Upper Potomac Dulcimer Festival, — 
and the NE Dulcimer Symposium. She performs with a 
number of different musicians and is a founding member 


Traditional 


of MoonFire, an award-winning ensemble whose recent 
CD, Present, Past, and Future, was named Best Celtic 
Album by the Washington Area Music Association. Jody 
is currently working on a solo recording featuring both 
traditional and original music. You can contact Jody at 
dulcimarsh@earthlink.net. 


MODERN MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


sound/playability 


GILA MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 


| P.O.Box 1005 
Some, Capitan, N.M. 
| 88316 - 1005 


%) kerry@GilaMountainDulcimers.com 
www.GilaMountainDulcimers.com 


"Hearts starve as well as 
bodies; give us bread, 
but give us roses.” 


-James Oppenheim 


Blue Lion 


‘DULCIMERS, GUITARS 
AND ACCESSORIES 


10650 Little Quail Lane 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


Call or write for free catalog 


www.madelinemacneil.com 


® Books 
B Recordings 
B Music, videos 


@ Performance dates...and more! 


afe and secure ordering with 


MasterCard ~) ast 
ey aa 


Mountain 1 hour 20 min, VIDEO 


DULCIMER 


Making for fun & profit 


Shows al the steps to make @ beautiful hourglass stye Mt. dulcimer, including 
the form, bending sides, laying out fretboard, inlaying pearl, finishing, et, In 


cludes plans and sources for materials, Burl Updike, 9 Updyke Rd, 


Only®39.95 Hunloc rek, PA 1862 
plus $2 shipping wiv. digtakauto.com/ dulcimer htm 


MAIN STREE careecd, 


CASE COMPANY 


stablished for 19 years 

creating Custom cases 
and protecting beloved 
dulcimers throughout the 
world. Call, write or fax 
for free brochure. 


PO BOX 943 # DRIGGS, IDAHO ¢ 83422 
VOICE AND FAX @¢ 208-354-8827 


C cok Fray ) 


ta 
ColoradoCase.com 
(800) 340-0809 
ColoradoCase.com 


Pree brochure, price list, t 


and color samples i, ———— . PREMIER 
) | Dae] ACOUSTIC 
Soft cases tor any dulcimer ~ a MUSIC 
Lightweight flight cases for HDs STORE 
Well insulated, padded, weathertight 
Ask for your 
FREE CATALOG 
or visit us ONLINE! 
seeerenecr i nena From the Off-the-Wall Dulcimer Society 
LAP DULCIMER& ‘ 
HAMMERED DULCIMER T U N E Ss N TA B Ss 
tine eee A Book of Over 120 Arrangements for 
Lap Dulcimer and Hammered Dulcimer 
More than 150 pages of music arranged by INSTRUMENTS 
Rebecca Askey, A. J Bashore Il and other members 11 N hi 
and friends of OTW. A REAL VALUE! sipesedaed Wanie ee 


Lansing, MI 48901 
To Order: Send $14.95 + $2.00 s&h ($16.95) to 
Rebecca Askey, 134 East Winding Hill Road, Toll-Free (USA only) 


Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 888-4 73 -58 | O 


— eee ee ee Re ee 


Be email: MABLBARKER@aol.com or 517-372-7890 


Proceeds Benefit OTW Society Member Activities www.elderly.com 


A New CD Release by Tull Glazener and Friends 
Jim Sperry, Guy George, Demetrius Steinmetz 


featuring the mountain dulcimer with guitar, bass, 


Missigman Music [ : - penny whistle, steel drum, and saxophone. 


Nineteen cuts including Mr: Sandman, Deep River 
Blues, Sloop John B/¥ellow Bird, Call Me Stupid, 
se SS oe mates Spread Your Wide Wings, Small Southern Town, 
For orders and information on Tull’s other Dixie Hoedown, Starting Tomorrow, Bright Days, 
McSPADDEN Mountain Dulcimers recordings, tab books, performances, and River Knows and more! 
workshops, contact Tull at__ 
(3ITI2II=S413 $17.00 ppd 
SPECIAL Wiwiw.tullglazener com Tull Glazener, 6936 W 7\st, Indianapolis, IN 46278 
Complete Hammered Dulcimer and 
Psaltery Packages 
including stand, case, 
tuner, accessories 


MASTER WORKS 
Hammered Dulcimers and Psalteries 


BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS 
Recordings by Donna Missigman 


Visit www. Missigman-Music.com 
for instruments, books, accessories, 


recording samples modernmountaindulcimer.com 


MC/Visa or check to: 
Missigman Music 
Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 
570-946-7841 
e-mail: dulcimer@epix.net 
www. Missigman-Music.com 


Sue Carpenter 


presents... 
fingerpicking & 
more for the 
mountain 
dulcimer 


PATTERNS AND PATCHWORK 
More than a year’s worth of 
fingerpicking lessons 

Instructional Book $20 


HELIOTROPE BOUQUET 
Elegant collection of instrumentals 
CD $15-Cassette $10-Tune Book $12 
DULCIMER STRAPS 
Adjustable-Quick Release Buckle 
Black, red, wine, blue, green, 
purple, brown, rainbow $12 


‘Sue Carpenter 
2160 Hideaway Lane | 


S&H $2 Quinlan, TX 75474 
Add $1 each add’l item 
TX residents add 8.25% sales tax { © 


“One of the dulcimer 
community's best song- 
writers and performers” 
Dulcimer Players News 


Mountain Dulcimer 
Songbooks 


So Sang the SoSang the River, Songs 
R i V @ Fs fBill Staines, Vol. 1-$25 
<> 18 songs, 36 tab arrange- 

ments for both singing and 
instrumental playing, with 
companion CD, Includes 
River, Roseville Fair, Sweet 
Wyoming Home and other 
favorites. 


Dance with Orion — $15 
12 original songs and tunes 
for mountain dulcimer by 
Heidi Muller. Includes 
Cassiopeia, My Old Cat, 
Jackalope Jig, Methow Suite. 


Gypsy Windand other CDs are available for $15. 
See Heidi's website for details and sound clips. 
Please add shipping of $3 for orders of $15;$4 for 
$25-$30; and $5 for $40-$60. 

For orders and information on Heidi's other 
recordings, performances and workshops please 
contact: 

Heidi Muller, PO Box 76 
Hope, NJ 07844, (206)528-2526 
www.heidimuller.com 


Bonnie Leigh, CMP 


¥ Bridge of Flowers 
Bonnie Leigh original songs of life & love. 
With Heidi & John Cerrigione, 
Neal & Coleen Walters & Tom White 


¥ Down in the Shady 
Mountain Dulcimer instrumentals 
from the 1800's and earlier. 


¥ Straight From the Heart 
Bonnie Leigh original songs with 
6 Mtn. Dulcimer instrumentals. 


¥ Reflections 
Folk & Bonnie Leigh originals with 4 Mtn. 
Dulcimer instrumentals. Cass. only 


Bonnie Leigh Songbook 
Songs from Straight From Heart & Reflections 


Bridge of Flowers Songbook 

Down In the Shady Grove Songbook 
It’s the Little Things 101 Poems 

Love & A Delicate Flower 102 Poems 


Cass. $10. CD $15. Songbooks $16. 
Poem books $7. S&H $1.50 


Bonnie Leigh, CMP 
PO Box 4160, Brick, NJ 08723 
732-920-1506 
Bonnie@bonnieleigh.com 
http://www.bonnieleigh.com 
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Great Arrangements 
For the 


Mountain Dulcimer 


“Fiddlin’ Around” 
“Tunes and Ballads” 
‘Hymns & Gospel Songs” 
“Christmas Carols” 
“Gospel Duets or Solos” 
$15.00 each + s&h 
] book—$3 s&h 
2 books — $4 s&h 


3 or 4 books — $5 s&h 
5 or more books — call for s&h 


DAD Tuning 
Intermediate Level 
Arrangements include melody 
line, chords and words. Song 
dJ lists available upon request or on 
JJ website. 


Helen Johnson 


a P.O. Box 3395 
dJ 


6 


by by Cu Py Cy Dy Dy Bs Dy Ds Ca a Fy 


Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
Telephone: 979-297-7015 
Email: azalea@computron.net 


www.HelenJohnson.biz 
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What’s New 


by Neal Walters 


Favorites Past and Present © The 
Cincinnati Dulcimer Society, c/o Madge 
Moore, 4534 Forest Ave., Norwood, OH 
Madgelee2@aol.com (CD). 


Hills of Kentucky Dulcimers @ Hills of 
Kentucky Dulcimer Club, c/o Joe Stoeckel, 
5405 Cannas Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45238, 513- 
451-4996, www.HOKDulcimer.com (CD). 
It’s dueling dulcimer clubs in the 
Cincinnati area as both the Cincinnati 
Dulcimer Society and the Hills of 
Kentucky Dulcimer Club have released 
CDs that showcase their members. 
Both feature a wealth of traditional 
material and the spotlight is on the 
mountain dulcimer, but guitar, auto- 
harp, hammered dulcimer, bass, flute, 
pennywhistle, mandolin, fiddle, spoons, 
banjomer and harmonica are present 
as well. The Cincinnati club includes 
two original songs in addition to six- 
teen traditional cuts. HOK features 
Stephen Siefert and his mom, Nancy, 
singing and playing Down the River 
I Go, along with several more contem- 
porary songs. The mountain dulcimer 
is alive and well along the banks of the 
Ohio River. 


Starry Island Night ¢ Barry Simon, 

188 High Street, Rochester, MA 02770, 508- 
763-3950, barrysimon@msn.com, 
www.rshirley.com/barry.htm! (CD). 

Barry Simon is from Massachusetts 
and his hammered dulcimer playing 
takes center stage on his first CD 
release. Elaine Ryan joins him on 
pennywhistle, baroque bass and 
recorder on several tunes and Randy 
Hunicke also plays guitar on one cut. 
Includes Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring, 
Sheebeg Sheemore, Enchantment 
(Pretty Little Dog/Over the 
Waterfall/Petronella). 


Romanza e Laurel and Philip StrongMuehl, 
Bright Angel Music, PO Box 50127, Parks, 
AZ, 928-635-0010 (CD). 

Laurel and Philip’s release presents 
romantic standards, played with an 


international flair on harp, classical 
guitar, hammered dulcimer and voice. 
Selections range from Besame Mucho 
and Santa Lucia to Misty and Lara’s 
Theme. Both Laurel and Philip play 
classical guitar while the hammered 
dulcimer, harp, and concertina share 
the melodies. 


Along the Way ¢ Dinah Ainsley 
UVA Cancer Center, PO Box 800334, 
Charlottesville, VA 22908-0334, 
540-456-6365, dulcimerdinah@ 
estone.net (CD). 

Dinah is an artist-in-residence and 
part of the Healing Arts Program at the 
UVA Cancer Center. Fully two thirds 
of the proceeds from sales of this CD 
go to support the center. The CD con- 
sists of gentle and soothing sounds on 
Dinah’s standard, baritone and bass 
dulcimers, occasionally combined with 
guitar, fretless electric bass, percussion, 
banjo, French horn, and bells on Julian 
of Norwich. 


Hymns of Praise II] and Mountain Gospel 
Favorites ¢ Michael Shull, 412 Ermine Road, 
W Columbia, SC 29170, 

803-796-2559, Michael@MichaelShull. com, 
www.michaelshull.com (Books). 

Michael Shull has released two new 
books of arrangements for mountain 
dulcimer. The first book is the third 
and final release in his Hymns of Praise 
series. There are twenty-three hymns in 
the book and they range from the very 
familiar to the somewhat obscure. All 
are in the key of D for dulcimers tuned 
to D-A-D. The twenty-five gospel 
selections in Mountain Gospel Favorites 
are also arranged in the key of D for 
D-A-D tuning and nearly all of these 
are jam session favorites. 


Appalachian Sunday © Michael Shull 
Michael Shull, 412 Ermine Road, W 
Columbia, SC 29170, 803-796-2559, 
www. michaelshullcom (CD). 

Michael Shull has yet another 
new CD release. This one serves as 
a companion to his book Mountain 
Gospel Favorites and contains fourteen 
gospel standards performed on dul- 
cimer by Michael assisted by friends 
on fiddle, autoharp, bass, and guitar. 


Tunes include When the Roll Is Called 
Up Yonder, Never Grow Old, Life’s 
Railway To Heaven, and The 
Unclouded Day. 


Finger Pickin, Good and Dulcimer Soles « 
Stephen Siefert, 217 Chimney Top Dr, Antioch, 
TN 37013, 615-731-2481, stephenseifert@hot- 
mailcom, www. stephenseifert.com (Books). 
Stephen has released two new 
books of arrangements for mountain 
dulcimer. Finger Pickin, Good contains 
twenty-eight tunes, all but one arranged 
for fingerpicking the dulcimer in DAD. 
The arrangements are challenging, but 
not too hard. Dulcimer Solos contains 
the caveat “This is hot Stuff,” and the 
twenty arrangements range from the 
fairly benign to the downright danger- 
ous to your health. 


Broken in Pieces, Mended in Love © Carolyn 
Smith, 1052 E. 5th Ave, Durango, CO, 970- 
259-9711, carolynhsmith@ 

frontier net, wwwsingingsprucemusic.com 
(CD). 

Carolyn’s newest CD is a collection 
of mostly hymns with a couple of classi- 
cal pieces thrown in for good measure. 
She plays hammered dulcimer, assisted 
by Joy Smith on marimba and John 
Bryson on organ, with some added per- 
cussion from the “Old Folks at Home.” 
Tunes include The Seven Hymns of 
Mary Baker Eddy, and Canon in D. 


Woed Stoves and Bread Loaves ¢ John and 
Heidi Cerrigione, 56 Egypt Road, Ellington, CT 
06029, 860-872-3264, heidi@doofus 
music.com, www.doofus music.com. (CD). 

John and Heidi Cerrigione have a 
new CD featuring Heidi on mountain 
dulcimer, hammered dulcimer, and ban- 
jomer. She also plays accordion and 
schweizer-orgeli (a Swiss accordion), 
while John plays guitar, mandolin, banjo 
and bass in a program of twenty songs 
and tunes. Selections include Wood 
Stoves and Bread Loaves, Koberli Walz, 
Prettiest Flowers, Will You Love Me 
When I’m Old, Valley Center, Big Eyed 
Rabbit. 


Resonance © Karla Armstrong, 6647 Manor 
Drive, Hanover, PA 17331, 
karlaarms@suscom.net (CD). 
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Karla is a champion autoharp player 
who also plays hammered, mountain 
dulcimer and psaltery. Her first album 
is all-instrumental featuring gospel 
music. Coleen Walters helps out on 
bass. Selections include Just a Wayward 
Lamb, His Eye Is on the Sparrow, 
Going Home, and It Is Well with My 


Soul. 
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PRUSSIA VALLEY 


DULGIMERS 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 


14532 B, U.S. Rt. 23 
Waverly, Ohio 45690 
Featuring Instruments From: 
Prussia Valley, McSpadden, 
Folkcraft, Chittum, 
Masterworks, Dusty Strings, 
Songbird, Tacoma, Oscar 
Schmidt, Austin, Mid-Missouri, 
Deering, Strunal, Hohner & 
Walton 


Plus: 
CDs, Cassettes, Videos, 
Instruction Books, Electronic 
Tuners, Strings, Straps & More... 


740-941-1271 pvdulcimer@bright.net 
Located one hour south of Columbus. 


www.prussiavalley.com 
VISA & Master Card 


Accepted 


MAIDEN CREEK 


@ for that old-time music ® 
OVER 230 TAPE & CD titles 


-at 25% off, no S&H 


SONG COLLECTIONS $7 
CELTIC SONGS & AIRS #1 
COWBOYS & VAQUEROS 
FIDDLE & BANJO #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #2 
SONGS OF FAITH 
CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS 
CHRISTMAS WONDER 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
BEGINNERS 1st SONGBOOK 
BEGINNERS OLDTIME FAVORITES 
--coming-- 
WALTZES AND PRANCES 
BLUE AND GRAY 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 
4122 Melrose Dr. Wooster,OH 44691 
380/845-7825 
jphockett@sssnet.com 


Bill Schilling and 
Linda Sigismondi 


Books with Melodies, Chords, & Lyrics 
Linda’s Feature DAD Tab 

Songs from Canal Days 

Celtic Ballads and Song (& CD) 

Appalachian Ballads and Songs 
Christmas Songs (&CD) 

Old Time and Fiddle Tunes (& CD) 
(Books $12, CDs $12) 

Bill’s Include DAA or Autoharp Tab 
Dulci-More Public Domain Songbooks 
General (DAA) $30 plus s/h $5 * 
Autoharp $30 plus s/h $5 * 

Vols. 1-6 & Christmas (DAA) $7.50 
s/h $2 (except *) 1st item, $.50 each add'l 
Linda Sigismondi Bill Schilling 

474 Kathy St. 984 Homewood Ave. 
Gallipolis, OH 45631 Salem, OH 44460 
740-446-9244 330-332-4420 
lsigis@zoomnet.net bill@billschilling.org 
Isigis. homestead.com billschilling.org 


Variety, Innovation, Quality, & Value 
..since 1974 


FokkcrarU Legeno 


Appalachian Dulcimers Hammer Dulcimers 
12 Solid Wood Models 6 Models 


Res = 


FolkKoots ~S 


Appalachian Dulcimers 
9 Solid Wood Models 


Pate ehh VN SMA 


Psalteries, Harps, Instrument Kits, Hammer Dulcimer Stands, Books, 
Accessories, Recordings, Builders’ supplies, Bags/Cases, & more! 
E-mail:info@folkcraft.com Browse our web-site: www.folkcraft.com 
P.O. Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 Order Toll-Free: 800-433-3655 


Visit our Showroom: Corner High & Wheeler Sts., Winsted, Ct. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
A Large Selection of Quality 

Folk Instruments-Great Prices 

See Our Ad in The UnClassifieds! 


Dennis DenHartog Folk Notes Dulcimers 
Ph#: 260/484-9078 2329 Curdes Avenue 
www.folknotes.com Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


April 13 Dulcimer Society of Northern IL 
Wilmette, IL Contact Steven at svanhou@lumc.edu 
April 24-27 Dulcimer Jamboree 
Arkansas Folklife Center, Mtn. View AR. 870-269-3851 
May 10 Dulcimer Day in Duluth 
Duluth, MN contact Wendy at wendyupnorth@yahoo.com / 218-525-5098 
June 15-20 Kentucky Music Week 
Bardstown, KY contact Nancy at kytreefrog@aol.com 


June 20-22 21st Annual Summer Solstice Music 
Dance & Storytelling Festival, contact CTMS Office 818-817-7756 


July 13-19 The Swannaoa Gathering, 

Asheville, NC contact Jim at gathering@warren-wilson.edu 
July 19-20 Original Dulcimer Players Club Funfest 

Evart, Mi website www.dulcimers.com 
July 24-26 SAMFest 

Houston, TX contact Peggy at SAMFest97@aol.coms 


Rick Than 
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Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival 
Great River Road Festival 
Heritage Dulcimer Camp 
Housatonic Dulcimer Festival 


Kentucky Music Week 
Meadowlark Music Camp 
Northeast Dulcimer Symposium 
Northern Lights HD Retreat 
Ozark Folk Center 
PattyFest 
Rocky Mountain Fiddle Camp 
Roscoe Village Dulcimer Days ............ 10 
SAM Fest 
Shady Grove Dulcimer Camp 
Southwest Dulcimer Festival 
Stringalong Workshops ................08- 9 
Summeértest: 2003) ccc sassascan oomasenwoes 16 
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Instruments 
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Services 
Everything dulcimer.com 
Music for Healing & Transition 


Shops 
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Southwind Dulcimer Shop 
Stewart MacDonald’s 

Guitar Shop Supplies .................. 6 
Sweet Sounds Dulcimer House 
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‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
Minor Mode Tunes Bk & CD 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimer 
instrumentals 


Masters of the 
Mountain 
Dulcimer 


Great Players of 
the Mountain 
Dulcimer 


om 


Random Acts ee Beginning: 
of Fiddling with 7 


diverse fiddling genres 


Beginnings 
with Chorus & Didjeridu 


Soaring original & 
traditional songs & tunes 


Bottle Up & Go 


with JimJim & the FatBoys 
Blues, Gospel & Folk 


Tai ine OF ot cen 


Dulcimer-Friendly 
Worship Series 


Advent Bk/CD 
Evening Prayer Bk/CD 


, Happy Are They: Psalms to 


NEW! 
Sing & Sway By 


www.owlimntnmusic.com 


Owl Mountain Music, Inc. 
1015M S. Taft Hill Rd #144-DPNA, 
Ft. Collins, CO 8052! = (970)472-1352 


Unclassified ads are 45¢ per word, 
payable in advance. There is a 15% 
discount for pre-paid (4 issues) 
unclassified ads running unchanged 
in 4 or more consecutive issues. 


Modern Mountain Dulcimer is 
exploring the possibility of 
hosting a “family gathering” 
sometime in the first half of 
2004. If you are a member of 
the Modern Mountain Dulcimer 
Family please send us your feed 
back and ideas for this event. 
Thanks! As always we want to 
invite you to visit our web site 
<http:/Avww.modernmountain 
dulcimer.com>www.modern 
mountaindulcimer.com to learn 
more about our high perform- 
ance mountain dulcimers or 
call David McKinney at 
870-251-3665 to place an order, 
to ask a question, or to arrange 
a visit to the place where they 
are created in Batesville, AR. 
Stay in tune! 


Hammered Dulcimers: 
Instruments and kits from $195. 
Also stands, hammers, books, 
builder’s supplies. Since 1976. 
800-419-9802. www.Grassroots 
Dulcimers.com. 


At Folk Notes, we select our 
dulcimers with the best sound 
and workmanship in mind. 
Black Rose, Butch Sides, Folk- 
craft, Folkroots, Jeff Gaynor, 
McSpadden, TK O’Brien, and 
our own mountain dulcimers. 
McSpadden Dulci-Banjos and 
the Folk Notes BanjMo, hybrid 
instruments with a banjo sound. 
Rick Thum, Songbird, and TK 
O’Brien hammered dulcimers, 
folk harps, banjos, autoharps, 
Irish and Indian flutes, tinwhis- 
tles, bodhran, ethnic percussion, 
books, and accessories. Dul- 
cimer and autoharp lessons. 
Mon-Friday, some Saturdays. 
Call for info or appointment, 
260-484-9078. Folk Notes, 2329 
Curdes Ave, Fort Wayne, IN 
46805. www.folknotes.com 


Hammered Dulcimer Book & CD, 
video. For beginning to inter- 
mediate hammered dulcimer 
players. Twenty-five tunes 

and arrangements. Also, book 
w/CD, video for mountain dul- 


Unclassifieds 


cimer. Mel Bay Publications by 
Madeline MacNeil. Book & 
CD: $20.00; Video: $30.00. 
Shipping: $3.00 first item, $.50 
for each add. item. PO. Box 
2164, Winchester, VA 22604. 
540-678-1305. Visa/MC. Order 
online: www.madeline 
macneil.com. 


Bulcimer Players News 

Recent back issues $6 each. 
Dulcimer Players News, P.O. 
Box 2164, Winchester, VA 
22604. 540-678-1305. E-mail: 
dpn@ dpnews.com. Visa/MC. 
Order subscriptions online: 
www.dpnews.com. 


Since 1950, Sing Gut! The Folk 
Seng Magazine has covered 

the world of traditional and 
contemporary folk music. 

Each quarterly 200-page issue 
includes articles, news, reviews, 
festival listings, and instrumen- 
tal “Teach-Ins” plus lead sheets 
for twenty songs. Subscribing 
Membership starts at $25/yr. 
Basic Membership (includes CD 
each quarter with all the songs 
in each issue) starts at $50/yr. 
Info: Sing Out!, Box 5253-D, 
Bethlehem, PA 18015-0253. 
info@singout.org, www.sing 
out.org. 


Robert Force Bookings: Last year 
in Ohio, Texas, Illinois, Kansas, 
Washington, Colorado, Arizona 
and Italy I played, sang, taught 
workshops and made up songs 
about the world around us. This 
is my 35th year of doing so. Not 
much is better than making new 
friends and connecting with 

old friends through music. Call 
or write, I’ll come. For more 
information call 360-385-4003 
or visit www. RobertForce.com 


Autoharp Quarterly, the interna- 
tional magazine dedicated to 
the autoharp enthusiast. 
Subscriptions: US-$20, Canada 
$22, Europe-$24, Asia/South 
Pacific-$26. US currency, 
please. Stonehill Productions, 
PO Box 336, New Manchester, 
WV 26056-0336. ahquarterly@ 
home.com, www.fmp.com/aq 


Acoustic music instruction with 
Seth Austen. Private lessons or 
group workshops in scenic New 
Hampshire location. Acoustic 
guitar, fretted dulcimer, man- 
dolin, bouzouki, fiddle, banjo, 
percussion, recording tech- 


niques. Styles include Celtic, 
Appalachian, bottleneck, blues, 
klezmer, international and 
more. For information visit 
http:/Avww.sethausten.com, 
email seth@sethausten.com or 
call 603-539-8301. 


Sampler Records LTD. We sell 
antique and new hammered 
dulicimers; McSpadden moun- 
tain dulcimers; recordings of 
hammered dulcimer, mt. 
dulcimer, fiddle, harp, Shaker, 
Celtic, hymns, children’s music 
and more. Check our sales spe- 
cials and Mitzie Collins’ concert 
and mountain and hammered 
dulcimer workshop schedule 

in Western New York State on 
our website, www.samplerfolk 
music.com. Sampler Records 
Ltd, PO Box 19270, Rochester, 
NY 14619, 585-328-5856. 
E-mail: samplerrec@aol.com. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwocd 
Music. We have over 600 new 
acoustic instruments in stock— 
including fine displays of moun- 
tain and hammered dulcimers. 
Wildwood Music, Historic 
Roscoe Village, Coshocton, 
OH 43812. 740-622-4224, www. 
wildwoodmusic.com. 


Cimbaloms. Large chromatic 
hammered dulcimer with ped- 
als. New and reconditioned. 
Various prices. Alex Udvary, 
2115 W. Warner, Chicago, IL 
60618. www.cimbalommaster. 
com. 


Maximize your practice, playing, 
or performing with Steve 
Schneider. Personalized long- 
distance learning on hammered 
dulcimer/music/performance 
via audiocassette, cd, minidisc, 
or videotape. For details: 
1-800-DULCIMER or write 
info@steveschneider.com. 


For the absolute beginner to 
advanced: DAD Tuning Davis’ 
Dulcimer Delights, book 1 plus 
CD, $20. Classical Dulcimer 
DAD Fingerpicking, $16. S/H 
$3. Norma Davis, 205 Engel 
Rd., Loudon TN 37774. 


Expressive hammered dulcimer: 
An instructional method by 
Carrie Crompton. Technical 
exercises and repertoire in a 
graded series of lessons for 
beginners. Covers melodic 
playing in eight keys 


and four time signatures, and 
beginning back-up techniques 
that sound really good. 130 
pages. $25 postpaid to: Carrie 
Crompton, 11 Center Street, 
Andover CT 06232. barolk@ 
infi.net. 


American Lutherie, the world’s 
foremost magazine of string 
instrument making and repair 
information published by the 
Guild of American Luthiers . 
See our web page for photo pre- 
views of back issues and images 
of our many instrument plans: 
www.luth.org. Or contact GAL, 
8222 S Park Avenue, Tacoma, 
WA 98408, 253-472-7853. 


LONG-DISTANCE-LEARNING 


Your chance to work with a master teacher 
in your home no matter where you live. 


LONG-DISTANCE-LEARNING, with renowned player and teacher 
Steve Schneider, is designed to facilitate your musical growth through 


* personally tailored hammered dulcimer lessons. You work in your 


home, at your convience, and you choose the goals for each lesson. 


prove. You will receive constructive and valuable feedback, 


> get new ideas, and be given personalized exercises and 


Thusic to practice. 
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For more details, contact Steve Schneider at 
-888-DULCIMER or LDL@steveschneider.com, 
or visit his website at www.steveschneider.com. 


LEARN HOW TO RN 


PRACTICE MORE EFFECTIVELY 
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Purveyors of traditional folk 

instruments, music, books 
and recordings 


We carry a full line of: 

e Mc Spadden Dulcimers 
Folkcraft Dulcimers 

Doug Thomson’s Banjo-Mer 
Dusty Strings Hammered 
Dulcimers 

Garrison Guitars 

Clarke, Generation & Walton’s 
Tinwhistles 

Hohner Harmonicas & 
Recorders 

Deering and Gold Tone Banjos 
Herdim Picks 

Bodhrans, Djembe & Doumbek 
Drums 

Individual Artist Tab books, 
Tapes, CD’s and more... 


= Family TreeMusic 5 
305 S. Main Street @ 


859 
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(937) 748 - 8778 


We accept: VISA, Master Card, 
Discover & American Express 
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GAIN GREATER wm 
SPEED AND ACCURACY *° 


DEVELOP 
YOUR MUSICALITY 


Jim Curley’s 
Mountain Music Shoppe 


11200 Johnson Drive 
Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
(913) 962-9711 


www.mountainmusicshoppe.com 


Dealerships: 
Deering* Ome* 
Mike Ramsey* 
Kentucky* 
Mid-Missouri* 
Oscar Schmidt* 
Sigma* Cort* 
Magic Fluke* 
Master Works* 
Song Bird* 
Rick Thum* 
McSpadden* 
and many more! 4 


Specializing in 
Mountain &@ Hammered Dulcimers 


Civil War, 1800's, Old Time, Bluegrass & 
World Instruments, Accessories, CDs, 
Cassettes, Books, Miscellaneous 
Gift Certificates & Lay-A-Ways 


Lessons * Repairs 
Buy * Sell * Trade * Consign 


Private Performances * Solos or Groups 


ah from oh 


TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 


Baker's Dozen #10 


Ragtime 
& 


Honky Tonk 


Titles include: Alexander's 
Ragtime Band, Down Yonder, 
Darktown Strutters’ Ball plus 
10 others. 


$6.50 post paid 


TWENTY-SIX 
more classical tunes 
Three String arranged for the 
Orchestra Mountain Dulcimer 
Vol ;; With standard nota- 
Wi tion, tablature and 
nesce caakes: 
For Tunes include: 

Lap Dulcimes ' Gavotte - Bach 
Madame Butterfly - 
Puccini 
Swan Lake Theme - 
Tchaikovsky 
Piano Sonata - Haydn 


Dulcimer Tab by § Stevens 


$12.25 PP 


Ohio Residents please add 6% tax 


MASTERCARD & VISA 


Catalog available 
send orders to: 
TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 
Shelley Stevens 
643 E. Euclid Ave. 
Springfield, OH 45505 
937-323-7864 


shelleystevens@musician.org 


¢ Sam Rizetta « Jim Taylor ¢ Mark Tindle « 
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Neal Hellman ¢ Larkin Bryant « Jerry Reed Smi 


¢ Patrick Ball ¢ Janita Baker * Tony Elman 


Traditional Virginia 
Noter Style Dulcimer! 
Phyllis 
Gaskins 


fiddle tunes 


Moler-style dulcimer 


Mountain Dulcimer - 
Galax Style 


... tunes from Southwest VA in the traditional 
Galax style by a champion dulcimer player. 


Home Now - 


From the Shenandoah to the Shannon 
... tunes from Ireland, Scotland, and the 
mountains of VA 


cassettes $12 ~~~ CD's $17 (includes s/h) 
10575 Jacksons Way 


Port Republic, VA 24471 
phylgdulci@rica.net 


¢ David Schnaufer ¢ Stephen Seifert « 
¢ Barry Phillips ¢ Shelley Phillips ¢ 
¢ Robin Petrie « Russell Cook « 
e Jean Ritchie « 


www.gourd.com 


800.487.4939 


neal@gourd.com 


¢ Claude Besson ° 
¢ Bonnie Carol « Connie Dover « 
¢ Sue Richards « Karen Ashbrook « 
¢ Kim Robertson « Alasdair Fraser « 
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PO Box 2164 ¢ Winchester, VA 22604 


Address Service Requested 


U.S. Postage 
PAID 


Winchester, VA 
Permit No. 107 


Subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 5/1/2003, that means your subscription ends with this 


issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming without interruption, send us your renewal before 


May 2003-July 2003 Issue 
Subscription copies mailed in April. 


Mail to 


Hymns of Faith 


A collection of 21 best loved 
hymns from the Christian 
faith in D-A-A and D-A-dd 
tunings, chosen especially for 
the intermediate level moun- 
tain dulcimer player. Each 
arrangement has been beauti- 
fully crafted by Larry Conger 
and includes standard musical 
notation, tablature and guitar 
chords. Some capo required. 


Hymns of Faith 


a collection of trad 
arranged for the m 
including tahvature, me 
and accompaniment chords 


by 
Larry Conger 


Tab Book only — $7.95 
Book/Demo CD ~ $15.95 


Please add $1.00 for shipping 


Send check or money order to 


Companion CD now available 


CONGERGATION MUSIC 
P.O. Box 131 
Paris, TN 38242-0131 
4 


TNDulciman@aol.com 
http:/hometown.aol.conVTNDulciman/ 
pa A page! .himl 


Paris, Tennessee that is 


July 1, 2003. Labels dated 8/1/2003 mean you have one issue after this one. Renewing early is just fine! 


